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he teenage years can be a time
full of heartache, discovery, and

confusion. As teens face the challenges

of their everyday lives, it can be
difficult for parishes to know how to
encourage and support them — and
in the worst cases, the youth of their
parish can slip through the cracks.
At St. Peter, the Youth Ministry is
meeting this need directly by creating
community just for teens in the parish.
“The goal of our Youth Ministry
is to nurture faith in our youth and
empower them to live as disciples
of Jesus by serving others in
community,” says Sister Quyen Pham,
a key leader of the Youth Ministry.
Middle and high school students
can participate in our Youth Ministry
activities. Currently, the ministry
serves an average of 25 to 30 high
school students and 45 to 50 middle

F

school students. High school students
meet twice a month, while middle
school students meet once a month, all
on Sunday evenings.

For Sr. Pham, the simplicity of
being together is most important,
and encourages the teens in their
personal faith.

“Having friends and doing things
together with peers is a big deal to
teens of this age,” she says. “The teens
find in our Youth Ministry a safe
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Sharing ‘ﬁme, Talent, and Treasure Away from.J4iome

AS summer approaches, many of us look forward
to well-deserved vacations and time away from
our daily routines. It's a time for rest, relaxation, and
rejuvenation. However, we are called to live out our faith
not only in our familiar surroundings but also when
we're away from home. The concept of stewardship,
which emphasizes sharing our time, talent, and treasure,
remains a guiding principle that we can practice and
uphold during the summer months.

Stewardship is not bound by location or time.
It is a way of life that extends to all aspects of our
existence, including our vacations and summer
adventures. This concept encourages us to be mindful
of our blessings and to share them in gratitude to God.
Here’s how we can continue to practice stewardship
during the summer:

Sharing Time

Even while on vacation, we can dedicate time
to our faith. Attend Mass at local churches or
parishes in the places you visit (go to www.
masstimes.org to find a church and Mass times
anywhere). Participating in the Eucharist is

a beautiful way to maintain your spiritual
connection and to be part of different faith
communities.

Sharing Talent

Our unique talents can be shared, even while

on vacation. If you have musical skills, offer to
sing, or play an instrument during Mass. If you
have teaching abilities, volunteer to lead a Bible
study or faith formation session in the local parish
you're visiting. Your talents can enrich the faith
experiences of others.

Sharing Treasure

Your financial contributions to the Church should
not be limited to your home parish. Consider
sharing your treasure through the offertory at the

parishes you visit during your travels. But don’t
forget to uphold your stewardship of treasure
commitment to your home parish, even while you
are away (you can register for electronic giving or
mail your envelopes in during your travels). Your
financial support helps maintain the churches and
supports their ministries.

Engaging in Acts of Charity

While on vacation, look for opportunities to
engage in acts of charity. This might involve
volunteering at local food banks, shelters, or other
charitable organizations. Your efforts to help
those in need reflect the Catholic principles of
stewardship.

Fostering Family and Community Prayer
Summer vacations often provide quality family
time. Use this opportunity to foster family
prayer and reflection. Gather for daily prayers,
Bible readings, or discussions about your faith.
Encourage and support one another in living out
your Catholic values.

Promoting Evangelization

Use your summer travels to spread the

Good News. Share your faith and engage in
conversations with fellow travelers. You may have
the opportunity to answer questions, share your
experiences, and offer a positive witness to the
Catholic faith.

Summer can be a time of spiritual growth, service,
and witness. By practicing stewardship during our
summer vacations, we remain committed to our faith,
contribute to the Church’s mission, and fulfill our
call to be good stewards of God’s gifts. Whether near
or far, home or away, stewardship is a timeless and
universal principle that enriches our lives and the
lives of others.
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A Letter From Our Pastor

LIVING OUR FAITH AND STEWARDSHIP
ALL SUMMER LONG

Dear Parishioners,

s the warm days of summer arrive,

many of us look forward to a change
of pace — time with family, vacations,
and a much-needed break from the busy
routines of the school year. Our parish
calendar may also slow down a bit, with
fewer meetings, events, or faith formation
sessions. But while the rhythm of life may
shift, one thing remains constant: our call
to live as disciples of Christ and good
stewards of all He has given us.

Stewardship is not just a seasonal
practice — it is a way of life. And summer offers us a
wonderful opportunity to live that way of life in new
and meaningful ways.

If you're traveling, make it a point to attend Mass
wherever you are. The Eucharist unites us as one
Church, no matter where we gather. Taking time to
worship while on vacation also gives witness to our
children and others that our faith doesn’t take the
summer off.

Likewise, look for ways to stay connected with
our parish community. Maybe your ministry isn’t
meeting regularly during the summer, but there are
still countless ways to share your time, talent, and

treasure. Volunteer with your family for a local service

opportunity. Take a few moments each day for prayer

or Scripture reading. Continue your
regular offertory giving, even while you're
away, through online giving or mailing in
your weekly envelope.

Let’s also remember that summer can
be a perfect time to renew and deepen our
personal faith. With a slower pace, perhaps
we can finally read that spiritual book
we’ve been meaning to pick up or take
more time in prayer and reflection.

This edition of our newsletter includes
stories of parishioners just like you who are
living out their stewardship commitments, even during
the summer months, including an update on our Youth
Ministry, and a feature on our Altar Servers Ministry.

Together, let’s embrace this season with joy and
intention — continuing to grow in faith and living out
our commitment to stewardship as grateful disciples of
the Lord.

Wishing you a safe, restful, and faith-filled summer,

Peace,

b st

Fr. Gregory Golyzniak,
Pastor
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he opportunity to serve as an altar server is

something of a rite of passage for many of the
youth in the Catholic Church. After receiving their
First Communion, moving from sitting in the pews
with their family to serving on the altar is a big step
for children. We are called to active participation in
the Mass, and becoming an altar server is an excellent
way for the boys and girls of the parish to gain a deeper
understanding and appreciation of the liturgy.

Last year, Deacon CJ Johnson assumed the position
of Parish Liturgist — a role which he moved on from in
May of 2025. Through this role, he handled the training,
scheduling, and coordination of all liturgical ministries,
including the altar servers.

“I have really enjoyed this role,” Deacon Johnson
says. “In particular, working with the altar servers
has been a significant part of my growth as a liturgist.
Additionally, introducing the servers to some of the
“whys” behind what they are doing has helped to
strengthen our appreciation for sacred liturgy and the
Holy Sacrifice of the Mass. And truly, working with the
kids and seeing their excitement and acceptance of the
responsibility has been a wonderful part of this task.”

With the permission of our pastor, there has
been a shift in the program for the altar servers
since Deacon Johnson assumed his role. There are
different tiers of service — with experience and age,

REVERENTLY SHAR

the servers take on more responsibility. Lead Servers,
typically eighth grade and above, are given the
responsibility of supporting, assisting, and mentoring
the younger servers. Senior Servers are sixth and
seventh graders, and Junior Servers are third through
fifth graders who perform wonderful works of
service. The underlying principle of the enhanced
program is servant leadership.

“We want to encourage a great appreciation and
awareness and love for the Eucharist,” Deacon Johnson
says. “Also, we want them to gain a deep reverence for
the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass. Serving helps to instill
the privilege and responsibility towards serving Christ
in the Eucharist.”

Through this enhanced program, there has been
a change in the capacity in which the altar servers are
involved at the 10:30 a.m. Mass on Sundays.

“We have altered some of the movements of the
servers to increase their active participation, and bring
a greater sense of reverence as they serve and move
about the altar,” Deacon Johnson says. “With the more
regular use of incense, we have taken the opportunity
to grow the skills of our lead servers as thurifers —
servers who carry and swing the thurible in which
incense is burned. We also have the crucifer — the

server who carries the processional cross — whose
new responsibilities include escorting the gift-bearing




family down the center aisle at
the presentation of the gifts. We
have increased the number of
torchbearers as well. Especially in
this expanded form, it is necessary
to have a lead server who serves
as a master of ceremonies (MC)
of sorts (when there isn’t an adult
MC or acolyte present). The lead server helps the
younger servers and assists the clergy by overseeing the
activities of all of the servers throughout the Mass.”
Because of this change in responsibilities, trainings
occur more frequently throughout the year. The servers
have more opportunities to hone their skills and help
them with learning. With about 100 altar servers in the
parish, they gain experience with these trainings that
help them to become better servers.

ING TALENTS AT THE ALTAR OF THE LORD

“As humble as they are, our
older servers are clearly ready for
greater responsibilities, and they

= have really stepped into what we
| asked of them,” Deacon Johnson
says.

“The young people do such
a wonderful job, and I love
getting to shine a spotlight on them. Serving is a great
opportunity to foster vocations to the religious life and
the priesthood. Our increased responsibility and with
more opportunities to serve seem to have bolstered an
interest in the ministry which is great to see.”

There are about six trainings that take place
throughout the year. It is not required to attend each
one, but the servers are encouraged to come as often as
possible to practice and work on their skills.

YOUTH MINISTRY continued from front cover

environment where they can be themselves and practice
their faith freely — they feel confident and unafraid to
hang out with friends of the same faith and values.”

The Youth Ministry also offers our young
parishioners the opportunity to attend a number
of events, including youth conferences such as
Steubenville of the Rockies, the Benedictine College
Youth Conference, diocesan youth rallies, and retreats
with teens from different parishes in the Diocese of
Colorado Springs.

“Occasionally we take the youth on outings with
fun activities where good friendship is nurtured,”

Sr. Pham says. “We also have teens help out in the local
community, especially at non-profit organizations for
good causes.”

Being a part of the Youth Ministry has not only
strengthened the teens involved, but it has also served
as a grounding force for Sr. Pham and other leaders.

“In giving to the young in Youth Ministry I receive

much more than what I give,” Sr. Pham says. “My faith
as a leader has become more solid with time.”

Sr. Pham’s desire for the teens involved in the
Youth Ministry is to fulfill the Christian calling — to
know, love, and serve God, and to love Him faithfully
— and most of all, to receive His love in return.

“I have one wish — that our teens would have a
conviction that they are loved unconditionally by God,
and God desires their happiness in this life and in the
next,” Sr. Pham says. “I wish for those involved to truly
have a relationship with Jesus, Who is the source of life
and strength that carries them through tough times. I
wish to give them Jesus!”
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In the midst of our busy lives, finding time to step back and
reconnect with our faith can be a challenge. Yet, Jesus Himself
often retreated to pray and be with the Father. A spiritual retreat
offers us the same opportunity — a chance to pause, reflect, and
renew our commitment to Christ.

Rediscover
Your Faith:
171e Power of a

This summer, we invite you to experience one or all three of the
powerful retreats being held in the Diocese of Colorado Springs.
Each retreat will provide practical insights into living as faithful
stewards of God's many blessings.

Sparitual Retreat

The Four Pillars
of Stewardship

Led by: Very Rev. Godfrey Mullen, OSB,
Diocese of Belleville, lII.

St. Mark Catholic Church,
Highlands Ranch

June 28,2025

8:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.

Stewardship and
the Saints

Led by: Very Rev. Brian O'Brien,
Diocese of Tulsa, Okla.

St. Mary’s Cathedral,
Colorado Springs
August 2,2025

8:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.

Embracing Jesus
Through Stewardship

Led by: Very Rev. Gary Kastl,
Diocese of Tulsa, Okla.

St. Gabriel the Archangel Catholic
Church, Colorado Springs
August 16,2025

8:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.

Stewardship is built upon four
essential pillars: Hospitality, Prayer,
Formation, and Service. This retreat
will help you explore how these
principles shape our response to
God's calland transform our lives
as disciples. As Fr. Godfrey Mullen
explains, “Stewardship Retreats offer
practical wisdom in helping people
move forward, taking the next step
towards Christ.”

The saints provide us with timeless
examples of how to live as faithful
stewards. This retreat will dive into

the lives of holy men and women who
embodied stewardship through their
love of God and service to others.
Fr.Brian O'Brienreminds us, “Retreats
offer the opportunity to step back, get
centered, and find Christ again. He will
tellus what's most important, but we
have to take the time to listen.”

Take the First Step Toward Renewal

Jesus is the ultimate model of
stewardship, offering His life
completely for the love of God
and others. This retreat will help
attendees reflect on their interior
life and place Christ at the center.
Fr. Gary Kastl shares, “When Christ
is truly the animator of our life, the
way we live forever changes. We
live as stewards, not owners of all
that we have and are.”

These retreats are a gift — an invitation to deepen your faith and rediscover your role as a steward of God's
grace. Whether you're seeking spiritual renewal, practical guidance, or simply a quiet space to listen to the
Lord, attending a spiritual retreat will provide the encouragement and tools you need. Make time for what
truly matters. Join us at one or more of these retreats and say, “Here | am, Lord, your servant is listening.”
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Hasemus papam: POPE LEO XIV
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he Catholic Church entered a new chapter on May

8 with the election of Pope Leo XIV — formerly
Cardinal Robert Francis Prevost, O.S.A. — as the 267th
successor to St. Peter. A Chicago native and member of
the Augustinian order, Pope Leo XIV is now the first
American pope in the Church’s history. His election is a
powerful reminder of the Church’s global reach and the
vital role of the Americas in its future.

He follows Pope Francis, who died in April after
more than 11 years as our Holy Father. Pope Francis
made a lasting mark through his deep concern for the
poor and marginalized and his call for a “Church that
goes out.” His papacy inspired many, as he pushed
boundaries around certain pastoral and doctrinal issues.

While Pope Leo shares Pope Francis” pastoral heart,
Leo XIV may be more traditional in his approach, and
many see his election as a joining of the Church’s desire
to reaffirm timeless truths and extend mercy in a world
that needs both.

Pope Leo XIV brings with him a different tone

and style — one that emphasizes continuity with the
Church’s teachings and a strong sense of doctrinal
clarity. While he shares Pope Francis” pastoral heart,
Leo XIV is considered more traditional in his approach,
and many see his election as a signal of the Church’s
desire to reaffirm timeless truths in a world that often
rejects them.

But don’t mistake tradition for rigidity. Pope Leo’s
background tells a story of missionary zeal and service.
He spent years in Peru, walking with the people,
building community, and forming future priests. He
knows the importance of meeting people where they
are, but he also knows that truth and charity must
always go hand in hand.

His choice of the name “Leo” reflects inspiration
from Pope Leo XIII, known for his teachings on social
justice and the dignity of work. It's a name that signals
a pope who wants to lead the Church with wisdom,
courage, and deep concern for the common good.

For those of us committed to stewardship as a
way of life, there’s much to admire in our new Holy
Father. From his years of missionary service to his
humble leadership style, Pope Leo XIV has lived the
call to stewardship — receiving God’s gifts gratefully,
nurturing them faithfully, and sharing them generously.

In one of his first public messages, he said, “The
mission of the Church is Christ’s, not ours. We are
stewards, not owners.” That simple statement gets to
the heart of what stewardship is all about. It's not about
control, but trust. It's about placing our time, gifts, and
resources in God’s hands and using them for His glory.

Pope Leo XIV’s emphasis on fidelity, reverence, and
responsibility offers a fresh and steady voice for today’s
Church. He’s a reminder that living our faith fully —
with truth, charity, and courage — is the best witness
we can give in a divided world.

Let’s pray for our new Holy Father as he begins this
sacred mission. And let’s follow his lead — living as
good stewards, grounded in the Gospel, and ready to
serve the Church and the world with joyful hearts.



NONPROFIT
—_— ORGANIZATION
SAINT PETER U.S. POSTAGE
CATHOLIC CHURCH PAID
COLO SPGS, CO
PERMIT NO. 406

Saint Peter Catholic Church
A Parish of the Diocese of Colorado Springs
228 North Cascade Avenue | Colorado Springs, CO 80903

(719) 481-3511 | petertherock.org

WEEKEND MASSES:

Saturday: 5 p.m.
Sunday: 8 a.m., 10:30 a.m., 5 p.m.

DAILY MASSES:

Monday-Friday: 8:15 a.m.
Tuesday and Thursday: 5:30 p.m.

RECONCILIATION:

Tuesday and Thursday: 4:45-5:15 p.m.
Saturday: 3-4 p.m.

S1. FRANCIS SOLANUS

Feast Day, Juwy 14
THE APOSTLE OF |
PERU AND ARGENTINA t. Francis Solanus, known as the “Wonder Worker of the

New World,” embodied virtues relevant even in our digital
era. Born in 1549 in Montilla, Spain, to pious parents, he
embraced Franciscan spirituality early on. Initially drawn to
martyrdom in North Africa, he eventually focused on missions
in the Americas.

Renowned for his healing abilities in Spain, St. Francis
embarked on a fateful journey to South America in 1589.
Despite a perilous voyage aboard a slave ship, where he
comforted and baptized slaves during a deadly storm, he
continued his mission in present-day Argentina and Paraguay.
His dedication extended to learning native languages and
providing musical solace to the indigenous people.

Anticipating his death, St. Francis passed away in 1610 in
Lima, Peru, leaving behind a legacy of prophecy and service.
Canonized in 1726, he is honored on July 24 by the Franciscan
Order and on July 14 in the United States. Patron saint of
several South American nations, his life inspires emulation of
strength, selflessness, and Gospel devotion, regardless of our
modern pursuits.



http://petertherock.org

