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Embracing the Prayerful Mission to
Intercede for Grandchildren

Cathie Bowen takes her role as

a grandmother seriously. Not
only is her schedule full of pickups,
drop-offs, and playdates with her
own eight grandchildren, but she
also dedicates significant time in
prayer to their spiritual well-being
— and leads other grandparents in
doing the same.

“Our grandkids are being
pulled in so many directions,”
Cathie says. “We want to take
seriously our role as grandparents
and our call to pray for them.”

This call led Cathie to start an
initiative called the St. Ann Society.
Appropriately named for the
mother of Mary and grandmother of
Jesus, the St. Ann Society has a casual

structure with a serious cause.

“We don’t have formal
membership, we’ve just encouraged other grandparents to join us,” Cathie says.
“We just want to emphasize how badly our grandchildren need our prayers.”

continued on back cover
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FORMATION
Transformed Through Christ

“Jesus not only calls people to him but also forms them and sends them out in his service.”

From Stewardship: A Disciple’s Response

his month, we are emphasizing the third pillar

of parish stewardship — formation. Formation
is the process of studying Christ’s teachings and
incorporating them deeply into our lives. It is a lifelong
effort by which we “put on Christ” (Rom 13:14) and are
“transformed by the renewal of our minds” (Rom 12:2).

Above all, our formation should include studying
Scripture and Church teaching. It should also include
discussion with other Catholics and honest self-
assessment. Its goal is to “discern the will of God, what
is good and pleasing and perfect” (Rom 12:2).

Because formation helps us understand God’s will,
it therefore leads naturally to good stewardship. When
our minds are transformed through Christ, we become
like Him — as Christ gave His life for us, so we give our
lives to others.

Formation is not just an individual task. Instead, it
is a communal responsibility that, when applied, will
further help St. Peter to grow as a stewardship parish.
Each one of us has an inherent need to give — to move
from “selfishness to selflessness,” as the Diocese of
Wichita’s document The Pillars of Parish Stewardship
aptly states. Formation is a process of spiritual growth,

and it leads to a deeper understanding of loving others
as God loves us.

Naturally, then, our Catholic formation should not
end upon celebrating the Sacrament of Confirmation,
or turning 18 years old. Formation is a formidable
task that we as Catholics should participate in for the
duration of our lives. It involves “education of the
mind and conversion of the heart” (The Pillars of Parish
Stewardship), and helps us to lead the stewardship way
of life rather than just understand it.

This Lent, why not make formation a part of your
penitential renewal to Christ? Start off by reading 10
minutes of Sacred Scripture a day, or by studying a
chapter of the Catechism of the Catholic Church on a
daily basis. Read a biography of your favorite saint for
an example of an individual who lived as a disciple
of Christ, and use this person as a role model when
tending to your daily tasks. Keep an eye on our weekly
parish bulletin for faith formation opportunities at the
parish. Before long, your commitment to formation
will lead you to naturally live the Catholic faith and
understand stewardship in ways that you never
imagined before.



A Letter From Our Pastor

A MOTHER’S STEWARDSHIP:

Dear Parishioners,

As we enter the month of May, we celebrate a special
occasion that holds deep significance for both our
families and our faith — Mother’s Day. This day offers us
an opportunity to express gratitude for the mothers in our
lives and to reflect on the vital role they play in shaping
the domestic church, our families.

Motherhood is a profound vocation of stewardship.
A mother is called to receive the gift of her children with
gratitude, to nurture them with love and faith, and to
guide them on their journey toward Christ. This sacred
responsibility mirrors the very essence of stewardship —
recognizing that all we have, including our children, is
entrusted to us by God.

Mary, the Blessed Mother, is the perfect model of
maternal stewardship. With her unwavering “yes” to
God, she embraced her role as the mother of Jesus with
complete trust and selfless love. She nurtured Him, taught
Him, and stood by Him with faith and devotion. In Mary,
we see the ultimate example of what it means to offer
one’s life in service to God and others.

The stewardship of motherhood is lived out in
countless ways — through the sacrifices made for a
child’s well-being, the quiet prayers whispered in the
night, the lessons of faith imparted through word and
action, and the unconditional love that reflects the love of
Christ Himself. A mother’s role in the domestic church is
irreplaceable, as she helps to build the foundation of faith
that sustains her family.

As we celebrate Mother’s Day this month, let us take
a moment to reflect on the many ways in which mothers,
grandmothers, and all those who fulfill a motherly role
embody stewardship in their daily lives. Let us also turn
to Mary, our Blessed Mother, asking for her intercession
and guidance, that we may grow in faith and live as true
disciples of Christ.

As we honor our mothers, let us also reflect on how
we can embrace stewardship more fully in our own

families. This issue of our newsletter includes stories of
stewardship in action here in our parish community,
including an inside look at our St. Ann Ministry, designed
for grandparents to pray for their grandchildren. We also
have a feature on our Red Cross Shelter Ministry, which
carries out an important mission for the well-being of the
people of our community.

May God bless all mothers in our parish and grant
them the strength, wisdom, and
grace to continue leading their
families in love and stewardship.

Peace,
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Fr. Gregory Golyzniak,
Pastor
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It doesn’t often happen that
a storm or other emergency
requires St. Peter Catholic School

to act as a Red Cross Shelter. But in
the case of such an emergency;, it’s
“all hands on deck.” The school was
designated as an emergency shelter
in 2013. Parishioner Bob Lynn
started serving with the Red Cross
Shelter Ministry about five years
ago. He loves being available as a
resource should their services be
needed. Since he is also a Red Cross

“I was very active at Habitat for
Humanity in Omaha for about 20
years,” Bob says. “This seemed like
a good way to serve that is similar
to the Habitat ministry.”

Of course, there’s no way to
know when the shelter will be
needed — Bob cites instances of
snowstorms and wildfires in past
years. The shelter is available
for wildfire evacuees, stranded
motorists from Interstate 25, or any

American
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St. Peter’s was used four years ago as a shelter during a snowstorm.

volunteer, this ministry is a good fit.

THE RED CROSS S

Carrying Out Essential Mission for Safety

other emergency. It can also be used
as a warming shelter. Several times
in the past few years, the shelter
was on standby but didn’t need to
be used. The Red Cross trailer in the
parking lot is full of cots and other
sleeping needs. The gymnasium can
be used for sleeping if necessary.
Knights of Columbus members
also step up to make food if the
shelter is needed. They know
their way around the kitchen, so
this is a perfect fit. Bob gratefully

“This ministry is a
chance to put our
faith into action,

as we say in the
Knights. Doing this

work, you cover

many Corporal
Works of Mercy.”
— Bob Lynn




HELTER MINISTRY

and Well-Being of Our Wider Community

acknowledges the other members
who serve in this ministry,
especially John Hartling, who was
at the helm for many years.

“This ministry is a chance to
put our faith into action, as we
say in the Knights,” Bob says.
“Doing this work, you cover many
Corporal Works of Mercy.”

Bob recalls a situation in which
two people had planned to meet
at the shelter during a snowstorm.
When one of the two didn’t show
up, volunteers embarked on a
search, and ended up rescuing
her and another man. Without the
volunteers” help, they may not have
made it through the night.

“This motivated me to do this
work,” says Bob. “It’s stories like
this — being able to save people.”

Volunteers are required to go
through Red Cross training. Bob
is looking for a few new members
to join this ministry. To be able to
serve people in their time of need is
truly rewarding.

“I have always had a servant’s
heart, so I was eager to get involved
with this ministry,” Bob says. “This
is valuable to the community and
I'm happy to help.”

St. Peter’s was used four years ago as a shelter during a snowstorm.
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he Catholic Church’s 2025

Jubilee Year, themed “Pilgrims
of Hope,” offers Catholics
worldwide a profound opportunity
to deepen their faith and rekindle
their relationship with Christ. A
Jubilee Year, rooted in the biblical
tradition of restoration and renewal,
is a special time set aside by the
Church to foster spiritual growth,
encourage reconciliation, and
celebrate God’s abundant mercy.
Declared by Pope Francis, this Holy
Year is an invitation for all Catholics
to embrace hope as a guiding light
in their spiritual journey.

At the heart of the Jubilee Year
are pilgrimages, particularly to
Rome, where the Holy Door of St.
Peter’s Basilica will be opened as
a symbol of God’s grace. Walking
through the Holy Door signifies

the 2025 Jubilee Year
in the Catholic Church

Pope Francis Declares Theme,

“Pilgrims of Hope”

a passage into a renewed life

with Christ. In his apostolic letter
introducing the Jubilee, Pope
Francis emphasizes the need

for hope in a world marked by
challenges, encouraging the faithful
to rediscover their role as witnesses
of Christ’s love and mercy.

The United States Conference of
Catholic Bishops (USCCB) echoes
this sentiment, urging American
Catholics to see the Jubilee Year as
an opportunity for renewal and a
deeper commitment to discipleship.
The bishops have outlined several
ways for Catholics to participate in
the Jubilee, including pilgrimages
to designated shrines across the
United States, special liturgical
celebrations, and communal acts
of prayer and service. The USCCB
also encourages parishes to focus
on Eucharistic devotion, as the
Jubilee aligns with the National
Eucharistic Revival, emphasizing
the transformative power of the
Eucharist in Catholic life.

Special events and devotions
will highlight the year. Many
dioceses will host local pilgrimages,
mission retreats, and reconciliation
services to inspire spiritual
renewal. Parishes are encouraged
to organize events fostering

community and prayer, such as
Eucharistic processions, adoration,
and acts of charity. These activities
aim to remind the faithful of their
call to stewardship and their role in
building up the Body of Christ.

Catholics across the United
States can celebrate the Jubilee Year
in their daily lives by embracing
discipleship and stewardship.
Engaging in regular prayer,
receiving the sacraments, and
participating in acts of service and
charity can deepen their connection
to Christ. Families might consider
creating home altars, praying
the rosary together, or reading
Scripture to mark this holy time.
Small groups or parish ministries
can focus on themes of hope
and renewal through study and
discussion.

Ultimately, the 2025 Jubilee
Year is a call for all Catholics
to walk as “Pilgrims of Hope”
— to rediscover the joy of the
Gospel, renew their faith, and
strengthen their commitment to
Christ. By participating in the
Jubilee’s spiritual and communal
opportunities, the faithful can grow
closer to God and embrace their
mission as stewards of His hope in
the world.

For more information on Jubilee 2025, visit the United States Conference

of Catholic Bishops Jubilee page at www.usccb.org/jubilee2025.
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REFLECTING ON THE EASTER SEASON

Easter Sunday falls this year on April 20. But

even when the glorious day comes to a close

and we soon look towards the springtime days of
May, remember that Easter is far from over — the
celebration of the greatest feast day of the Church year
continues for the next 50 days.

On Easter Sunday, we celebrate Christ rising from
the dead, following His gruesome passion and death.
On that glorious Sunday - three days after He died
- Christ fulfilled His promise, “Destroy this temple
and I will rebuild it in three days” (Jn. 2:19) and the
promises of the Old Covenant, “I will put enmity
between you and the woman and between your
offspring and hers. They will strike at your head while
you strike at their heel” (Gen. 3:15).

Through His resurrection, Jesus broke the chains
of sin and death, opening for us the way to eternal
life. Yet, His mission was not yet over. He was back
with His disciples, showing them that what had been
promised to their fathers had been fulfilled.

“Thus it is written that the Messiah would suffer and
rise from the dead on the third day and that repentance,
for the forgiveness of sins, would be preached in his
name to all the nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You
are witnesses of these things” (Lk. 24:46-48).

Yet, again, there is still more.

After all, Jesus is not still walking the earth,
showing us Himself, is He?

Forty days after His resurrection, Jesus Ascended
to His Father’s right hand. That day falls on May 29
this year, but the Feast of the Ascension is a moveable
feast and will be celebrated this year on June 1. And
50 days after Easter, the Father sent His Spirit, just as

Christ promised He would. And with that (the feast
we now celebrate as Pentecost, which falls on June 8
this year), Christ’s salvific mission was accomplished,
and it is with the celebration of that great feast that
we conclude the Easter season — a season of joyful
recognition of the salvation Christ won for us.

Having been beaten and killed for our sins, Christ
rose from the dead breaking the bonds of sin. Then,
after He ascended to His rightful place in heavenly
glory, the Lord sent the Spirit, and now, armed
with the power of the Spirit, the Church serves as
the sacrament of salvation on Earth — offering us
sanctifying grace (a share in the life of Christ Himself)
through the sacraments.

As you can see, the Easter season offers us a time
to commemorate some of the most important events in
the history of salvation. In fact, it can rightly be called
the most important season of the Church year, for it is
now — during these 50 days — that we celebrate the
fruits of Christ’s sacrifice.

Today, though Christ has won the victory over sin,
we are all still living in a tainted world. We still feel
the effects of sin because we do not yet fully partake of
the fruits of Christ’s victory. That we will only know
when (and if) we, by the grace of God, enter eternal
glory in the heavenly kingdom.

Let us all take the time this Easter season to thank
God for the gift of salvation. Spend time reflecting on
how much we have opened our hearts to the grace
He pours upon us. May we all be more aware of the
glory Christ has won for us, and, in so doing, willingly
detach ourselves from the fruits of this world so that
we may be more receptive to the fruits of His grace.
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Saturday: 5 p.m.
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Saturday: 3-4 p.m.
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THE ST. ANN SOCIETY continued from front cover

The Society gathers every Friday at 3 p.m.,
whether in person or in spirit.

“People can join us in prayer in the privacy of their
home, or gather with us in adoration at the church to
do it,” Cathie says. “The 3 o’clock holy hour on the last
Friday of the month is also dedicated to our mission of
praying for our grandchildren.”

The specific time to pray was selected intentionally
by Cathie.

“It’s the hour of ‘Divine Mercy,” when we honor our
Lord’s Passion,” she says. “We thought that would be
the perfect time to bring our grandchildren to Him.”

Specifically, Cathie says the grandparents of the parish
are asking for spiritual protection for those they love.

“We're offering all our prayers in unison for the
protection of our grandkids, especially,” she says.
“They face so much evil in today’s world — evils that

we did not face in our day.”

For Cathie and other grandparents involved in the
Society, it's been a reminder of their high callings in
their families.

“In their response to the ministry, people seem
very grateful for it,” Cathie says. “I think it’s just made
me recognize our calling as grandparents and that this
intercession is truly what He’s asking of us.”

In fact, Cathie believes that the call to intercede for
today’s youth goes beyond just being a grandparent.

“We encourage anyone who wants to pray with
us to come, whether they have their own grandkids
or not,” she says. “Our prayers matter, for our own
grandkids or for other children that need them.”

Whether or not you have grandchildren of your
own, joining your prayers with those of the Society is
sure to bring grace to the young people in your life.
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