“Yet even now,” says the Lord,
“return to me with all your
heart, with fasting, with
weeping, and with mourning;
- and tear your hearts and not
~ your garments.” (Joel 2:12-13)
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Our Lady of Kibeho — Mother of the Word



Our Lady of Kibeho

Part |
(J Many Reasons for Relevance
(J The End that was Warned of in the Beginning

J Visitations by the Mother of the Word & her Son
The Visionaries

J The Messages
J The Miracles

****Break****

Part Il
(d A Closer Look at Mary’s Messages — Lenten Considerations

J Our Lady of Sorrows Devotion
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Partnering with African Americans

Common focus in corporal works of mercy

& evangelical service:

Colorado Springs Council for Black Catholics
Denver Office of Black Catholic Ministry

St. Martin de Porres Catholic School Scholarships
Championing the Causes for the 6 African
Americans with Open Causes for Canonization
Books for Catholic Schools & Parish Libraries
Quarterly Community Masses

Outreach events to local Colleges

Recipient of Black & Indian Mission Grant



Many Reasons for Relevance:

She speaks to each of us today also — The Mother of
the Word

“When | address myself to you, | am
talking to the whole world. | have not
come to Rwanda to speak to only those
in the parish of Kibeho. When | speak to
one person, | speak to all of God’s
children everywhere.”

Listen to My Son




Our Lady warned
Rwanda of this end in
the beginning

“The Blessed Mother was warning the
crowd of 20,000 gathered in front of the
visionary on that Feast of the Assumption,
15 August 1982, of the horror that awaited
Rwanda....using imagery so graphic and
gruesome that many parents fled Kibeho,
carrying their traumatized children in their
arms.” (Our Lady of Kibeho, Immaculee
llibigiza)




but no outside party came to their aid.
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What caused the Rwandan Genocide? - Susanne Buckley-Zistel

“Yet even now,” says the Lord, “return to me with all your heart, with
fasting, with weeping, and with mourning; and tear your hearts and not
your garments.” (.IOEI 212-13) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MF7EbUGIlaOU


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MF7EbUGlaOU

Kibeho Visionaries
The Pattern Repeats

COMMON PATTERN OF MARIAN APPARITIONS

Outreach from she who is Full of Grace to

youthful innocence

Beauty beyond belief on display and

overwhelming love given

The Message(s) & Request

Disbelief by all others, followed by the

cruelest ostracization and accusations

. Smallest of grassroots devotion begins after

Our Lady of Lourdes (1858) heroic displays of faith by visionary
Bernadette Soubirous . The tide turns

Amazing and miraculous proof of love

Our Lady of Fatima (1917)
Jacinto and Francisco Marto,
& Lucia dos Santos

Our Lady of Kibeho (1982-89)
Anathalie Mukamazimpaka,
Marie Claire Mukangango,
& Alphonsine Mumureke

Between 1982 and 1989, Our Lady and her Son appeared to young Visionaries in Rwanda
with express messages calling for various things, to include: repentance, a purifying and

transformation of heart, a return to God before it’s too late, praying the rosary, among other
similar things. Commission of Inquiry reported some 140 alleged seers. Of the 8 visionaries
that shared their Apparitions at Kibeho, the Church only approved 3.




Alphonsine Mumureke,

Klbeho Approved V|S|Ona rles Anathalie Mukamazimpaka and

Marie-Claire Mukangango



Miracles in the Sky at Kibeho Rwanda

“The sun danced across the sky right before my eyes. It danced and changed into many colors, like a rainbow
swirling in a glass circle, and then it became as gray and pale as the moon. There was suddenly another sun
behind the first one, illuminating it. On the face of the moon was a giant Eucharist and chalice, and then the
colors changed again—Ilike a third sun had emerged that was red, green, and gold. And the face of the Virgin
Mary appeared in the center of the sun, just as clear as day!”

“..the sun had transformed into a looking glass. It was a perfectly round mirror that reflected the world back

to us,” he stated, “and we could see the thousand hills of Rwanda filling the sky.”

. ] Miracle of the Rain
Miracle of the Rain

Thousands of pilgrims gathered at Kibeho Rwanda for the Apparitions and Mraculous Signs in the Sky



Mystical Journeys

* Alphonsine: March 1982. Invitation to travel to a special place — “overnight excursion.” “Don’t
bury me; my body will look dead.” Six strong men could not move her. Pulse-rate, BP and
breathing nearly non-existent. “Place of Despair” to a place of Golden Light filled with
happiness and laughter...souls singing praises to God.

* Anathalie: Collapsed after 5 hr Apparition at podium. Seven hours of glorious surreal travel
with Our Lady followed. Five places: (1) Place of vivid color and light where people traveled
by sliding through light; (2) Insangano — place of the angels who made beautiful music without
instruments — each note was a sensation of joy; (3) Isenderzwa z’ibyishimo — million people
dressed in white who were overwhelmingly happy; (4) Isesengurwa — place of purification.
Light dim as dusk, some content and others sad and suffering; (5) Final place was horrific.
Stifling dry heat. People were in great misery and anguish.

* Vestine: Most unique of circumstances. Jesus asked her if she would be willing to die for him.
3:00 p.m. Good Friday to Easter Sunday. Widespread throughout the country. Appeared
dead, with the most minimal bodily functions (breath every 1 to 2 hours). After 40 hours she
awoke as spry and cheerful as one could imagine. Mark of the cross.

“There were colors I'd never seen before and they sounded like music, and music I’d never heard before

that sounded like color. There are no words....How would | describe what it’s like to breathe water or to
drink air? | couldn’t because it’s impossible for me to do so. There is no way to compare heaven and Earth.”




Our Lady’s Messages — Lenten Considerations

In the visions, Mary emphasized:

* Return to God through Prayer Fasting

e Call to Pray the Rosary (to include 7 Sorrows)

* Penance

* Conversion

e (Call for Humility, Love and Compassion

* Importance of Suffering — Efficacious in Reaching Heaven

* Her Love for Us and Her Desire for Our Love as She Acts as Our Intercessor
e Warning that the World is Hurtling Toward Ruin

* Vision of the River of Blood and more — Warning that preceded Genocide



History of the Seven Sorrows Rosary & Devotion

“...But standing by th
were his mother, and
sister, Mary the wife ©
Mary Magdalene...
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Seven Sorrows Rosary

On the large medal at the bottom of the rosary:
a. Make the sign of the Cross
b. Saythe Introductory Prayer
c. Saythe Act of Contrition
For each of the next three beads, say a Hail Mary
On the first small medal:
a. Say the prayer, “Most merciful Mother, remind us
always about the sorrows of your Son, Jesus”
b. Meditate on the First Sorrowful Mystery
c. Saythe Lord’s prayer
For each of the next seven beads, say a Hail Mary
On the second small medal:
a. Say the prayer: “Most merciful Mother...”
b. Meditate on the Second Sorrowful Mystery
c. Saythe Lord’s prayer
For each of the next seven beads, say a Hail Mary
On the third small medal:
a. Say the prayer: “Most merciful Mother...”
b. Meditate on the Third Sorrowful Mystery
c. Saythe Lord’s prayer
For each of the next seven beads, say a Hail Mary
On the fourth small medal:
a. Say the prayer: “Most merciful Mother...”
b. Meditate on the Fourth Sorrowful Mystery
c. Saythe Lord’s prayer
For each of the next seven beads, say a Hail Mary

11. On the fifth small medal:
a. Say the prayer, “Most merciful Mother, remind us
always about the sorrows of your Son, Jesus”
b. Meditate on the Fifth Sorrowful Mystery
c. Saythe Lord’s prayer
12. For each of the next seven beads, say a Hail Mary
13. On the sixth small medal:
a. Say the prayer: “Most merciful Mother...”
b. Meditate on the Sixth Sorrowful Mystery
c. Saythe Lord’s prayer
15. For each of the next seven beads, say a Hail Mary
16. On the seventh small medal:
a. Say the prayer: “Most merciful Mother...”
b. Meditate on the Seventh Sorrowful Mystery
c. Saythe Lord’s prayer
17. For each of the next seven beads, say a Hail Mary
18. Upon reaching the large medal at the bottom of the rosary:
a. Say the prayer: “Most merciful Mother...”
b. Saythe Concluding Prayer
c. Saythree times “Mary, who was conceived without sin,
and who suffered for us, pray for us.”

Make a sign of the Cross, your prayers will be answered!



