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EFORE CHRIST LEFT THIS EARTH, he prepared 
his apostles with everything they would 
need to carry out their ministry.  He gave 
them special insights into the Gospel that 

he did not give to the crowds (see Mt 11:1; Mk 4:34) 
and gave them the power to forgive sins (see Jn 
20:22-23). When he commanded, “Do this in remem-
brance of me” (Lk 22:19), he gave them the power to 
re-enact the Last Supper and turn bread and wine 
into his Body and Blood.  He gave them the pow-
er to govern when he said, 
speaking to Peter directly 
and the rest of the apostles 
united under him, “I will give 
you the keys of the Kingdom of 
Heaven, and whatever you bind 
on earth shall be bound in Heav-

en, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in Heav-
en” (Mt 16:19).  In short, Christ entrusted to them 
all the power they would need to teach, sanctify, and 
govern in his name.   He also ensured that their min-
istry would not die with them through his gift to the 
Church of Holy Orders which could be conferred 
on the apostles’ successors and their successors af-
ter them and so forth forming one unbroken chain 
of succession up to our present pope and bishops.  
An example of this is found in St. Paul’s granting of 

his own authority to his dis-
ciples Sts. Timothy and Ti-
tus (see the First and Sec-
ond Letters to Timothy and 
the Letter to Titus).  In the 
Second Letter to Timothy, 
St. Paul instructs the young 
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He who hears you hears me, and he who rejects you rejects me,  
and he who rejects me rejects him who sent me. ~ Luke 10:16
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“This power to teach 
authoritatively in the name of 
Christ refers to the teaching 

office of the Church.”

Five Greek Fathers of the Church from the 4th and 5th centuries:  St. Athanasius, St. Basil the Great, St. John Chrysostom, St. Gregory 
Nazianzen, and St. Cyril of Alexandria



bishop thus:  “Follow the pattern of the 
sound words which you have heard 
from me, in the faith and love 
which are in Christ Jesus; 
guard the truth that has 
been entrusted to you 
by the Holy Spir-
it who dwells within 
us” (2 Tm 1:13-
14).  Later in the 
same letter, St. 
Paul prophesies 
that “the time is 
coming when peo-
ple will not endure 
sound teaching, 
but having itching 
ears they will accu-
mulate for themselves 
teachers to suit their 
own likings, and will 
turn away from listening 
to the truth” (2 Tm 4:3-4).  
Only the Church, however, 
is authorized to proclaim sound 
teaching that is the truth.

This power to teach authoritatively in the 
name of Christ refers to the teaching office of the 
Church, called the Magisterium.  In addition to the 
duty of the Church to transmit those saving truths 
of God’s Revelation, it claims as a matter of right, 
entrusted to it by Christ himself, the authority to an-
nounce moral principles and to make judgments on 
human affairs when these judgments are necessary to 
safeguard the fundamental rights of the human per-
son or to ensure the salvation of souls.  This authority 
extends to teaching and in-
terpretation of the natural 
law, since observance of 
the natural law, as well as 
of revealed law, is neces-
sary to salvation.  The of-
fice of the Magisterium is 
exercised ordinarily when 
a pope or bishop issues a 
letter or gives public teaching to instruct and help 
guide the faithful in matters of faith and morals.

Such pastoral help, whether from a pope, a sin-
gle bishop, or bishops in council, while not infalli-
ble teachings, must still be accepted by the faithful 
at the level of religious assent as a sign of obedience 
to Christ’s Church and respect for the power of the 

keys given first to Peter and then 
passed on to future popes 

and bishops.  This respect 
should be as sons and 

daughters toward our 
Mother the Church, 

a true filial spirit 
that joyfully re-
ceives the riches 
of its teaching, 
as well as the 
spiritual food 
of the Scrip-
tures and the 
E u c h a r i s t .  
The Church is 
Mater et Magis-

tra (“Mother and 
Teacher”).  One 

cannot claim to be 
a Catholic and reject 

either the Church’s 
Motherhood or its teach-

ing authority.
In a more solemn but much 

less frequent manner, the pope or 
bishops gathered in council can exercise the 

authority of the Magisterium in an extraordinary 
way, either when the pope issues definitive ex cathe-
dra statements, as Pope Pius IX did when he pro-
mulgated the dogma of the Immaculate Concep-
tion (1854) or Pope Pius XII did with the dogma of 
the Assumption (1950), or when the body of bish-
ops, together with the pope, promulgate definitive 
teachings at an ecumenical Church council.  All of 
these extraordinary occasions produce documents 

that, because of their de-
finitive manner, are infal-
lible and must be assented 
to in faith.

It needs to be under-
scored that the authority of 
the Magisterium is for the 
good of the Church and its 
function is to preserve and 

guard the deposit of Revelation entrusted to her by 
Christ. The Magisterium serves the Word of God by 
guarding it from errors and authentically interpret-
ing it for the Church’s faithful.  In this way, it also 
serves the People of God and helps guide them into 
the splendor of truth. 

(CCC 93-95, 888-892, 2032-2033, 2036, 2040)

“One cannot claim to be a 
Catholic and reject either the 
Church’s Motherhood or its 

teaching authority.”

Archbishop Edwin O’Brien of the Archdiocese for the Milita
ry Servi

ces
, U

SA

C
O

U
R

T
E

SY
 O

F 
TH

E A
RCH

D
IO

CESE FOR THE M
ILITARY SERVICES, USA

Magisterium — Page 2


	WELCOME PAGE
	SEARCH
	HELP
	INTRODUCTION
	Title Page
	Copyright
	Dedication
	General Table of Contents
	Introduction
	Abbreviations for Books of the Bible
	Table of Contents for Doctrines and Special Topics

	QUESTIONS ABOUT CD USE
	Questions About CD Use

	DOCTRINES
	Part I: Introduction
	Angels
	Anointing of the Sick
	Aspects of Prayer
	Attributes of God
	Baptism
	The Battle of Prayer
	The Beatitudes
	Beauty
	The Blessed Trinity
	Can the Bible be Taken Literally?
	The Catholic Family
	Celibacy for the Sake of the Kingdom
	Chastity and Modesty
	The Christian Meaning of Freedom
	The Christian Meaning of Suffering
	Christian Meditation
	The Church is Apostolic
	The Communion of Saints
	Confession to a Human Being
	Confirmation
	The Consecrated Life: Living Vows of Poverty, Chastity, and Obedience
	Continual Conversion and Penance
	Conversion to Jesus Christ
	The Covenants of God with Us
	The Deposit of Faith
	Deuterocanonical Books of the Old Testament
	Did Jesus Always Know He Was God?
	Did Jesus Have to Suffer and Die?
	The Dignity and Vocation of Women
	The Disciple of Christ
	Divine Revelation
	Does God Exist?
	Errors of Modern Culture
	The Eucharist
	Evangelization
	The Five Doctrines on Mary
	Forgiveness
	The Four Last Things: Death, Judgment, Heaven, and Hell
	The Gifts of the Holy Spirit
	God the Creator
	God the Father
	God’s Justice, God’s Love
	God’s Law
	God’s Plan of Salvation
	Good Works
	Grace and Conversion
	Grace
	The Heights of Prayer: Contemplation
	Holiness and Joy
	Holy Orders
	The Holy Spirit
	Honoring our Parents
	In Persona Christi: The Concept Explained
	The Incarnation
	Indulgences
	Infallibility: God’s Perfect Gift to His Imperfect Church
	Infant Baptism
	Introduction to Prayer
	Jesus: Our Exemplar in Prayer
	Jesus, the Unexpected Messiah
	Jesus: The Way,The Truth, and The Life
	Justification
	The Kingdom of God
	Light and Fire
	The Light of Conscience
	Liturgy: An Introduction
	Made in His Image
	The Magisterium
	Male and Female He Made Them
	Marriage, Sexuality, and Contraception
	Martyrdom
	Mary, the New Eve
	Matrimony
	Miracles: Proof of Christ ’s Claims
	Mother of God and Our Mother
	The Mystery of Evil
	Mystical Body of Christ
	Natural Law
	The New Heavens and the New Earth: The Real Rapture
	Once Saved, Always Saved?
	One, Holy, Catholic…
	Original Sin
	The Paschal Mystery
	People of God
	Praying to Mary: Idolatry or the Will of God?
	The Precepts of the Church
	The Priesthood of the Faithful
	Profanity
	Providence
	Purgatory
	The Real Presence
	Reconciliation
	Reservation of the Blessed Sacrament
	Responding to the Great Mysteries
	Resurrection of the Body
	Resurrection
	The Sabbath and Sunday Worship
	The Sacramental Economy
	Sacramental Living
	Sacraments: God Uses the Material World to Sanctify Us
	Sacred Scripture
	Sacred Tradition
	The Sanctity of Human Life
	The Second Coming of Christ
	Separated Brethren
	Servant of the Servants of God: St. Peter and His Successors in the Life of the Church
	The Seven Deadly Sins
	Social Teaching of the Church
	Spirit and Matter
	Stealing, Lying, Cheating
	Temptation
	The Touch of Jesus
	True God and True Man
	Types of Prayer
	Typology: The Sacraments of Initiation and the Bible
	Veneration of Holy Images: Idolatry?
	Viaticum
	The Virtue of Charity
	The Virtue of Faith
	The Virtue of Hope
	Virtuous Living
	What is a Sacramental Marriage?
	What is Sin?
	Women and the Priesthood
	Works of Mercy

	SPECIAL TOPICS
	Part II: Introduction
	Advent
	Amen
	Apparitions
	Canon Law
	Canonization of Saints
	The Catholic Funeral
	The Chrism Mass
	Creed
	Daily Examination of Conscience
	Devotion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus
	Examination of Conscience
	Helps in Using the Sacrament of Reconciliation
	History of the Church
	History of the Mass
	The Holy Rosary
	Holy Week
	Lent: The Period of Purification and Enlightenment
	Liturgical Vocabulary List
	The Liturgical Year: An Annual Cycle of the Mysteries of Christ, Mary, and the Saints
	The Liturgy of the Hours
	The Lord’s Prayer
	Mass of Ordination to the Sacred Priesthood
	Novenas
	Our Lady of Guadalupe
	The Parts of the Mass
	Sacramentals
	The San Damiano Cross
	The Sign of the Cross
	Solemnity of All Saints - November 1
	Solemnity of Easter
	Solemnity of Pentecost
	Solemnity of the Ascension of the Lord
	Solemnity of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary - August 15
	Solemnity of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of God - January 1
	Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception - December 8
	Solemnity of the Nativity of the Lord - December 25
	The Stations of the Cross
	Structure of the Bible
	Titles, Terms, Ministries
	Well-Known Catholic Prayers
	What is a Rite?

	PSALMS AND CANTICLES
	Part III: Introduction
	Index of Sources for Sung Psalm and Canticle Refrains
	Psalm 1
	Psalm 5
	Psalm 6
	Psalm 8
	Psalm 9
	Psalm 10
	Psalm 12
	Psalm 16
	Psalm 17
	Psalm 18
	Psalm 19
	Psalm 20
	Psalm 22A
	Psalm 22B
	Psalm 23
	Psalm 24
	Psalm 25
	Psalm 26
	Psalm 27
	Psalm 28
	Psalm 30
	Psalm 31
	Psalm 32
	Psalm 33
	Psalm 34
	Psalm 36
	Psalm 37
	Psalm 39
	Psalm 40
	Psalm 42
	Psalm 45
	Psalm 46
	Psalm 47
	Psalm 50
	Psalm 51
	Psalm 53
	Psalm 57
	Psalm 61
	Psalm 62
	Psalm 63
	Psalm 65
	Psalm 66
	Psalm 67
	Psalm 68
	Psalm 69
	Psalm 72
	Psalm 78A
	Psalm 78B
	Psalm 84
	Psalm 85
	Psalm 86
	Psalm 88
	Psalm 89
	Psalm 91
	Psalm 93
	Psalm 95
	Psalm 96
	Psalm 97
	Psalm 98
	Psalm 99
	Psalm 100
	Psalm 102A
	Psalm 102B
	Psalm 103A
	Psalm 103B
	Psalm 104A
	Psalm 104B
	Psalm 110
	Psalm 111
	Psalm 112
	Psalm 113
	Psalm 115
	Psalm 116
	Psalm 118
	Psalm 119A
	Psalm 119B
	Psalm 119C
	Psalm 121
	Psalm 122
	Psalm 127
	Psalm 128
	Psalm 130
	Psalm 133
	Psalm 135
	Psalm 136
	Psalm 138
	Psalm 139
	Psalm 140
	Psalm 141
	Psalm 145
	Psalm 146
	Psalm 147
	Psalm 148
	Psalm 149
	Psalm 150
	Isaiah 12
	The Magnificat
	Philippians 2
	Colossians 1

	LITANIES AND PRAYERS
	Part IV: Introduction
	LITANIES
	Litany of the Blessed Virgin Mary
	Litany for Holy Communion
	Litany of the Holy Spirit
	Litany of the Most Holy Name of Jesus
	Litany of the Sacred Heart
	Litany of the Saints
	Litany of Saint Joseph

	OTHER PRAYERS
	The Angelus (Angel of the Lord)
	Regina Coeli (Queen of Heaven)
	The Chaplet of the Divine Mercy
	The Joyful Mysteries of the Rosary
	The Luminous Mysteries of the Rosary
	The Sorrowful Mysteries of the Rosary
	The Glorious Mysteries of the Rosary
	Pentecost Sequence
	Eucharistic Exposition and Benediction


	LIVES OF SAINTS
	Part V: Introduction
	Index of Saints Alphabetically
	Index of Saints by Feast Day
	Index of Saints by Categories
	St. Alphonsus Liguori
	Bl. André Bessette
	St. Andrew Dung-Lac and Companions
	St. Andrew Kim Taegon and Companions
	St. Ann Wang and Companions
	St. Anthony of Padua
	St. Athanasius
	St. Augustine of Hippo
	St. Benedict of Nursia
	St. Bernadette Soubirous
	St. Bernard of Clairvaux
	St. Catherine Labouré
	St. Catherine of Siena
	St. Charles Lwanga and Companions
	St. Clare of Assisi
	St. Dominic de Gúzman
	St. Dominic Savio
	St. Elizabeth Ann Seton
	St. Elizabeth of Hungary
	St. Faustina Kowalska
	St. Frances of Rome
	St. Francis de Sales
	St. Francis of Assisi
	St. Francis Xavier
	Bl. Francisco and Bl. Jacinta Marto
	St. Gertrude the Great
	St. Gianna Beretta Molla
	St. Gregory the Great
	St. Ignatius of Antioch
	St. Ignatius of Loyola
	St. Irenaeus of Lyons
	Sts. Isaac Jogues, John de Brébeuf, and Companions
	St. John Bosco
	Ven. John Henry Newman
	St. John Neumann
	St. John of God
	St. John the Baptist
	St. John the Evangelist
	St. John Vianney
	St. Josemaria Escrivá de Balauer
	St. Joseph
	St. Josephine Bakhita
	St. Juan Diego Cuauhtlatoatzin
	Bl. Junipero Serra
	Bl. Kateri Tekakwitha
	St. Katharine Drexel
	St. Leo the Great
	St. Louis de Montfort
	Ven. Louis and Zélie Martin
	St. Margaret Clitherow
	St. Margaret Mary Alacoque
	Bl. Margaret of Castello
	St. Margaret of Scotland
	St. Maria Goretti
	St. Martin de Porres
	St. Mary Magdalene
	St. Maximilian Kolbe
	Bl. Miguel Pro
	St. Monica
	St. Patrick
	St. Paul Miki and Companions
	St. Paul the Apostle
	Sts. Perpetua, Felicity, and Companions
	St. Peter Claver
	St. Peter the Apostle
	Ven. Pierre Toussaint
	St. Pio of Pietrelcina
	St. Teresa Benedicta
	Bl. Teresa of Calcutta
	St. Teresa of Ávila
	St. Thomas Aquinas
	St. Thomas More
	St. Thomas the Apostle
	St. Thérèse of Lisieux
	St. Vincent de Paul

	CONVERSION STORIES
	Part VI: Introduction
	A Future and a Hope - Joe Allison
	Going Through the Door - Anonymous
	Not Obligated, but Freely Choosing - Anonymous
	From Bible Anarchy - Doug Beasley
	Waiting for the Invitation - Paul Bennet
	In Mary's Womb - Andre Bolster
	Come Home, for to This You Were Born - Dana Braultpdf
	God Will Reveal His Plan to Us - Anne Brauner
	Little Mary and My Trinity of Friends - Shari Deeb
	God Cares Specifically About Me - Julie Eddy
	Many Apostles Bring Me to the Church - Jim Ensley
	Finding the Desire of My Heart - Fr. Ed Fride
	Seeing the Love of God - Anne Foy
	Mary By My Side - Jame M. Herbert
	Happily Ever After - Heather Keimig
	Lost and Then Found - Stephanie Nemecek
	Finding the Truth, Finding My God - Eric Pavlat
	Beacon of the Catholic Faith - Debbie Plescia
	A Gentle, Guiding Hand - Brenda Randall
	Joy, Freedom, and Ecstasy - Steve Ray
	Accepting Jesus as God and Lord - Jim Safford
	Ready to Accept Christ into My Life - Randy Shaw
	Starving for the Eucharist - Martha Tonn
	My friend is Jesus - Stephen Westmoreland
	Have Mercy on Me, Lord - Belinda Wickham

	SMALL GROUP QUESTIONS
	Part VII: Introduction
	Discussion Questions

	CITATION INDEXES
	Index of Citations to Sacred Scripture for the Doctrines and Special Topics
	Index of Doctrinal and Special Topics Titles Matched to the Catechism of the Catholic Church

	CATECHIST'S MANUAL CROSS REFERENCE
	Use of Cross References


