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Chapter 3. God is to Be Worshipped Through Faith, Hope, and Love. 1 

… God is to be worshipped with faith, hope, and love, you will at once say that this answer is too 2 

brief, and will ask me briefly to unfold the objects of each of these three graces, viz., what we are 3 

to believe, what we are to hope for, and what we are to love. And when I have done this, you will 4 

have an answer to all the questions you asked in your letter… 5 

Chapter 7. The Creed and the Lord's Prayer Demand the Exercise of Faith, Hope, and Love. 6 

For you have the Creed and the Lord's Prayer. What can be briefer to hear or to read? What 7 

easier to commit to memory? When, as the result of sin, the human race was groaning under a 8 

heavy load of misery, and was in urgent need of the divine compassion, one of the prophets, 9 

anticipating the time of God's grace, declared: “And it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall 10 

call on the name of the Lord shall be delivered.” [Joel 2:32]  Hence the Lord's Prayer. But the 11 

apostle, when, for the purpose of commending this very grace, he had quoted this prophetic 12 

testimony, immediately added: “How then shall they call on Him in whom they have 13 

not believed?” [Rom 10:14]  Hence the Creed. In these two you have those three graces 14 

exemplified: faith believes, hope and love pray. But without faith the two last cannot exist, and 15 

therefore we may say that faith also prays. Whence it is written: How shall they call on Him in 16 

whom they have not believed? 17 

Chapter 8. The Distinction Between Faith and Hope, and the Mutual Dependence of Faith, 18 

Hope, and Love. 19 

Again, can anything be hoped for which is not an object of faith? It is true that a thing which is 20 

not an object of hope may be believed. What true Christian, for example, does not believe in the 21 

punishment of the wicked? And yet such an one does not hope for it. And the man who believes 22 
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that punishment to be hanging over himself, and who shrinks in horror from the prospect, is more 23 

properly said to fear than to hope. And these two states of mind the poet carefully distinguishes, 24 

when he says: Permit the fearful to have hope. Another poet, who is usually much superior to 25 

this one, makes a wrong use of the word, when he says: If I have been able to hope for so great a 26 

grief as this. And some grammarians take this case as an example of impropriety of speech, 27 

saying, He said sperare [to hope] instead of timere [to fear]. Accordingly, faith may have for its 28 

object evil as well as good; for both good and evil are believed, and the faith that believes them 29 

is not evil, but good. Faith, moreover, is concerned with the past, the present, and the future, all 30 

three. We believe, for example, that Christ died — an event in the past; we believe that He is 31 

sitting at the right hand of God — a state of things which is present; we believe that He will 32 

come to judge the quick and the dead — an event of the future. Again, faith applies both to one's 33 

own circumstances and those of others. Every one, for example, believes that his 34 

own existence had a beginning, and was not eternal, and he believes the same both of other men 35 

and other things. Many of our beliefs in regard to religious matters, again, have reference not 36 

merely to other men, but to angels also.  37 

But hope has for its object only what is good, only what is future, and only what affects the man 38 

who entertains the hope. For these reasons, then, faith must be distinguished from hope, not 39 

merely as a matter of verbal propriety, but because they are essentially different. The fact that we 40 

do not see either what we believe or what we hope for, is all that is common to faith and hope. In 41 

the Epistle to the Hebrews, for example, faith is defined (and eminent defenders of the 42 

catholic faith have used the definition as a standard) the evidence of things not seen…  But it is 43 

better that we should use the word faith as the Scriptures have taught us, applying it to those 44 

things which are not seen. Concerning hope, again, the apostle says: “Hope that is seen is not 45 
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hope; for what a man sees, why does he yet hope for? But if we hope for that we see not, then do 46 

we with patience wait for it.” [Rom 8:24-25]  When, then, we believe that good is about to come, 47 

this is nothing else but to hope for it. Now what shall I say of love? Without it, faith profits 48 

nothing; and in its absence, hope cannot exist. The Apostle James says: “The devils also believe, 49 

and tremble.” [James: 2:19]— that is, they, having neither hope nor love, but believing that what 50 

we love and hope for is about to come, are in terror. And so the Apostle Paul approves and 51 

commends the faith that works by love; and this certainly cannot exist without hope. Wherefore 52 

there is no love without hope, no hope without love, and neither love nor hope without faith. 53 

Faith 54 

Chapter 9. What We are to Believe. In Regard to Nature It is Not Necessary for the Christian 55 

to Know More Than that the Goodness of the Creator is the Cause of All Things. 56 

When, then, the question is asked what we are to believe in regard to religion, it is not necessary 57 

to probe into the nature of things, as was done by those whom the Greeks call physici; nor need 58 

we be in alarm lest the Christian should be ignorant of the force and number of the elements — 59 

the motion, and order, and eclipses of the heavenly bodies; the form of the heavens; the species 60 

and the natures of animals, plants, stones, fountains, rivers, mountains; about chronology and 61 

distances; the signs of coming storms; and a thousand other things which 62 

those philosophers either have found out, or think they have found out. For even these men 63 

themselves, endowed though they are with so much genius, burning with zeal, abounding in 64 

leisure, tracking some things by the aid of human conjecture, searching into others with the aids 65 

of history and experience, have not found out all things; and even their boasted discoveries are 66 

oftener mere guesses than certain knowledge. It is enough for the Christian to believe that the 67 
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only cause of all created things, whether heavenly or earthly, whether visible or invisible, is the 68 

goodness of the Creator the one true God; and that nothing exists but Himself that does not 69 

derive its existence from Him; and that He is the Trinity — to wit, the Father, and the Son 70 

begotten of the Father, and the Holy Spirit proceeding from the same Father, but one and the 71 

same Spirit of Father and Son… 72 

Chapter 12. All Beings Were Made Good, But Not Being Made Perfectly Good, are Liable to 73 

Corruption. 74 

All things that exist, therefore, seeing that the Creator of them all is supremely good, are 75 

themselves good. But because they are not, like their Creator, supremely and unchangeably 76 

good, their good may be diminished and increased. But for good to be diminished is an evil, 77 

although, however much it may be diminished, it is necessary, if the being is to continue, that 78 

some good should remain to constitute the being. For however small or of whatever kind the 79 

being may be, the good which makes it a being cannot be destroyed without destroying the being 80 

itself. An uncorrupted nature is justly held in esteem. But if, still further, it be incorruptible, it is 81 

undoubtedly considered of still higher value. When it is corrupted, however, its corruption is 82 

an evil, because it is deprived of some sort of good. For if it be deprived of no good, it receives 83 

no injury; but it does receive injury, therefore it is deprived of good. Therefore, so long as a 84 

being is in process of corruption, there is in it some good of which it is being deprived; and if a 85 

part of the being should remain which cannot be corrupted, this will certainly be an incorruptible 86 

being, and accordingly the process of corruption will result in the manifestation of this great 87 

good. But if it do not cease to be corrupted, neither can it cease to possess good of which 88 

corruption may deprive it. But if it should be thoroughly and completely consumed by 89 

corruption, there will then be no good left, because there will be no being. Wherefore corruption 90 
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can consume the good only by consuming the being. Every being, therefore, is a good; a great 91 

good, if it can not be corrupted; a little good, if it can: but in any case, only the foolish 92 

or ignorant will deny that it is a good. And if it be wholly consumed by corruption, then the 93 

corruption itself must cease to exist, as there is no being left in which it can dwell. 94 

Chapter 24. The Secondary Causes of Evil are Ignorance and Lust. 95 

This is the first evil that befell the intelligent creation — that is, its first privation of good. 96 

Following upon this crept in, and now even in opposition to man's will, ignorance of duty, 97 

and lust after what is hurtful: and these brought in their train error and suffering, which, when 98 

they are felt to be imminent, produce that shrinking of the mind which is called fear. Further, 99 

when the mind attains the objects of its desire, however hurtful or empty they may 100 

be, error prevents it from perceiving their true nature, or its perceptions are overborne by a 101 

diseased appetite, and so it is puffed up with a foolish joy. From these fountains of evil, which 102 

spring out of defect rather than superfluity
1
, flows every form of misery that besets a rational 103 

nature. 104 

Chapter 31. Faith Itself is the Gift of God; And Good Works Will Not Be Wanting in Those 105 

Who Believe. 106 

And lest men should arrogate
2
 to themselves the merit of their own faith at least, not 107 

understanding that this too is the gift of God, this same apostle, who says in another place that he 108 

had obtained mercy of the Lord to be faithful, here also adds: and that not of yourselves; “it is the 109 

gift of God: not of works, lest any man should boast.” [Eph 2:8]  And lest it should be thought 110 

that good works will be wanting in those who believe, he adds further: “For we are His 111 

                                                           
1
 Superfluous; overabundance; excess 

2
 Unduly, proudly or unjustly claim  
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workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God has before ordained that we 112 

should walk in them.” [Eph 8:10]  We shall be made truly free, then, when God fashions us, that 113 

is, forms and creates us anew, not as men — for He has done that already — but as good men, 114 

which His grace is now doing, that we may be a new creation in Christ Jesus, according as it is 115 

said: “Create in me a clean heart, O God.” [Ps 51:10]  For God had already created his heart, so 116 

far as the physical structure of the human heart is concerned; but the psalmist prays for the 117 

renewal of the life which was still lingering in his heart. 118 

Chapter 55. The Expression, Christ Shall Judge the Quick and the Dead, May Be Understood 119 

in Either of Two Senses. 120 

Now the expression, “to judge the quick and the dead,” [2 Tim 4:1] may be interpreted in two 121 

ways: either we may understand by the quick those who at His advent shall not yet have died, but 122 

whom He shall find alive in the flesh, and by the dead those who have departed from the body, 123 

or who shall have departed before His coming; or we may understand the quick to mean the 124 

righteous, and the dead the unrighteous; for the righteous shall be judged as well as others. Now 125 

the judgment of God is sometimes taken in a bad sense, as, for example, “They that have 126 

done evil unto the resurrection of judgment” [Jn 5:29]; sometimes in a good sense, as, “Save me, 127 

O God, by Your name, and judge me by Your strength.” [Ps 54:1]  This is easily understood 128 

when we consider that it is the judgment of God which separates the good from the evil, and sets 129 

the good at His right hand, that they may be delivered from evil, and not destroyed with 130 

the wicked; and it is for this reason that the Psalmist cried, “Judge me, O God”, and then added, 131 

as if in explanation, “and distinguish my cause from that of an ungodly nation.” [Ps 43:1] 132 

Chapter 66. The Pardon of Sin Has Reference Chiefly to the Future Judgment. 133 
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Now the pardon of sin has reference chiefly to the future judgment. For, as far as this life is 134 

concerned, the saying of Scripture holds good: “A heavy yoke is upon the sons of Adam, from 135 

the day that they go out of their mother's womb, till the day that they return to the mother of all 136 

things.” [Sir 40:1]  So that we see even infants, after baptism and regeneration, suffering from 137 

the infliction of various evils: and thus we are given to understand, that all that is set forth in 138 

the sacraments of salvation refers rather to the hope of future good, than to the retaining or 139 

attaining of present blessings. For many sins seem in this world to be overlooked and visited 140 

with no punishment, whose punishment is reserved for the future (for it is not in vain that the day 141 

when Christ shall come as Judge of quick and dead is peculiarly named the day of judgment); 142 

just as, on the other hand, many sins are punished in this life, which nevertheless are pardoned, 143 

and shall bring down no punishment in the future life. Accordingly, in reference to certain 144 

temporal punishments, which in this life are visited upon sinners, the apostle, addressing those 145 

whose sins are blotted out, and not reserved for the final judgment, says: “For if we would judge 146 

ourselves, we should not be judged. But when we are judged, we are chastened of the Lord, that 147 

we should not be condemned with the world.” [1 Cor 11:31-32] 148 

Chapter 67. Faith Without Works is Dead, and Cannot Save a Man. 149 

It is believed, moreover, by some, that men who do not abandon the name of Christ, and who 150 

have been baptized in the Church by His baptism, and who have never been cut off from 151 

the Church by any schism or heresy, though they should live in the grossest sin and never either 152 

wash it away in penitence nor redeem it by almsgiving, but persevere in it persistently to the last 153 

day of their lives, shall be saved by fire; that is, that although they shall suffer a punishment by 154 

fire, lasting for a time proportionate to the magnitude of their crimes and misdeeds, they shall not 155 

be punished with everlasting fire. But those who believe this, and yet are Catholics, seem to me 156 
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to be led astray by a kind of benevolent feeling natural to humanity. For Holy Scripture, when 157 

consulted, gives a very different answer. I have written a book on this subject, entitled Of Faith 158 

and Works, in which, to the best of my ability, God assisting me, I have shown from Scripture, 159 

that the faith which saves us is that which the Apostle Paul clearly enough describes when he 160 

says: “For in Jesus Christ neither circumcision avails anything, nor uncircumcision, 161 

but faith which works by love.” [Gal 5:6]  But if it works evil, and not good, then without doubt, 162 

as the Apostle James says, it is dead, being alone. The same apostle says again, “What does it 163 

profit, my brethren, though a man say he has faith, and have not works? Can faith save him?” [ 164 

James 2:14]  And further, if a wicked man shall be saved by fire on account of his faith alone, 165 

and if this is what the blessed Apostle Paul means when he says, “But he himself shall be saved, 166 

yet so as by fire;” [1 Cor 3:15] then faith without works can save a man, and what his fellow-167 

apostle James says must be false. And that must be false which Paul himself says in another 168 

place: “Be not deceived: neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor 169 

abusers of themselves with mankind, nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor 170 

extortioners; shall inherit the kingdom of God.” [1 Cor 6:9]  For if those who persevere in 171 

these wicked courses shall nevertheless be saved on account of their faith in Christ, how can it 172 

be true that they shall not inherit the kingdom of God? 173 

Chapter 68. The True Sense of the Passage (1 Corinthians 3:11-15) About Those Who are 174 

Saved, Yet So as by Fire. 175 

But as these most plain and unmistakeable declarations of the apostles cannot be false, that 176 

obscure saying about those who build upon the foundation, Christ, not gold, silver, and precious 177 

stones, but wood, hay, and stubble (for it is these who, it is said, shall be saved, yet so as by fire, 178 

the merit of the foundation saving them), must be so interpreted as not to conflict with the plain 179 
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statements quoted above. Now wood, hay, and stubble may, without incongruity, be understood 180 

to signify such an attachment to worldly things, however lawful these may be in themselves, that 181 

they cannot be lost without grief of mind. And though this grief burns, yet if Christ hold the 182 

place of foundation in the heart — that is, if nothing be preferred to Him, and if the man, though 183 

burning with grief, is yet more willing to lose the things he loves so much than to lose Christ, — 184 

he is saved by fire. If, however, in time of temptation, he prefer to hold by temporal and earthly 185 

things rather than by Christ, he has not Christ as his foundation; for he puts earthly things in the 186 

first place, and in a building nothing comes before the foundation. Again, the fire of which the 187 

apostle speaks in this place must be such a fire as both men are made to pass through, that is, 188 

both the man who builds upon the foundation, gold, silver, precious stones, and the man who 189 

builds wood, hay, stubble. For he immediately adds: “The fire shall try every man's work, of 190 

what sort it is. If any man's work abide which he has built thereupon, he shall receive a reward. If 191 

any man's work shall be burned, he shall suffer loss; but he himself shall be saved, yet so as by 192 

fire.” [1 Cor 3:13-15]  The fire then shall prove, not the work of one of them only, but of both. 193 

Now the trial of adversity is a kind of fire which is plainly spoken of in another place: “The 194 

furnace proves the potter's vessels: and the furnace of adversity just men.” [Sir 27:6]  And this 195 

fire does in the course of this life act exactly in the way the apostle says. If it come into contact 196 

with two believers, one caring for the things that belong to the Lord, how he may please the 197 

Lord, that is, building upon Christ the foundation, gold, silver, precious stones; the other caring 198 

for the things that are of the world, how he may please his wife, that is, building upon the same 199 

foundation wood, hay, stubble — the work of the former is not burned, because he has not given 200 

his love to things whose loss can cause him grief; but the work of the latter is burned, because 201 

things that are enjoyed with desire cannot be lost without pain. But since, by our supposition, 202 
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even the latter prefers to lose these things rather than to lose Christ, and since he does not desert 203 

Christ out of fear of losing them, though he is grieved when he does lose them, he is saved, but it 204 

is so as by fire; because the grief for what he loved and has lost burns him. But it does not 205 

subvert nor consume him; for he is protected by his immoveable and incorruptible foundation. 206 

Chapter 69. It is Not Impossible that Some Believers May Pass Through a Purgatorial Fire in 207 

the Future Life. 208 

And it is not impossible that something of the same kind may take place even after this life. It is 209 

a matter that may be inquired into, and either ascertained or left doubtful, whether 210 

some believers shall pass through a kind of purgatorial fire, and in proportion as they have loved 211 

with more or less devotion the goods that perish, be less or more quickly delivered from it. This 212 

cannot, however, be the case of any of those of whom it is said, that they shall not inherit 213 

the kingdom of God, unless after suitable repentance their sins be forgiven them. When I 214 

say suitable, I mean that they are not to be unfruitful in almsgiving; for Holy Scripture lays so 215 

much stress on this virtue, that our Lord tells us beforehand, that He will ascribe no merit to 216 

those on His right hand but that they abound in it, and no defect to those on His left hand but 217 

their want of it, when He shall say to the former, Come, you blessed of my Father, inherit the 218 

kingdom, and to the latter, “Depart from me, you cursed, into everlasting fire.” [Mt 25:41] 219 

Chapter 70. Almsgiving Will Not Atone for Sin Unless the Life Be Changed. 220 

We must beware, however, lest any one should suppose that gross sins, such as are committed by 221 

those who shall not inherit the kingdom of God, may be daily perpetrated, and daily atoned for 222 

by almsgiving. The life must be changed for the better; and almsgiving must be used to propitiate 223 

God for past sins, not to purchase impunity for the commission of such sins in the future. For He 224 
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has given no man license to sin, although in His mercy He may blot out sins that are already 225 

committed, if we do not neglect to make proper satisfaction. 226 

Chapter 73. The Greatest of All Alms is to Forgive Our Debtors and to Love Our Enemies. 227 

But none of those is greater than to forgive from the heart a sin that has been committed against 228 

us. For it is a comparatively small thing to wish well to, or even to do good to, a man who has 229 

done no evil to you. It is a much higher thing, and is the result of the most exalted goodness, 230 

to love your enemy, and always to wish well to, and when you have the opportunity, to do good 231 

to, the man who wishes you ill, and, when he can, does you harm. This is to obey the command 232 

of God: “Love your enemies, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them 233 

which persecute you.” [Lk 6:27-28]  But seeing that this is a frame of mind only reached by the 234 

perfect sons of God, and that though every believer ought to strive after it, and 235 

by prayer to God and earnest struggling with himself endeavor to bring his soul up to this 236 

standard, yet a degree of goodness so high can hardly belong to so great a multitude as 237 

we believe are heard when they use this petition, Forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 238 

debtors; in view of all this, it cannot be doubted that the implied undertaking is fulfilled if a man, 239 

though he has not yet attained to loving his enemy, yet, when asked by one who 240 

has sinned against him to forgive him his sin, does forgive him from his heart. For he certainly 241 

desires to be himself forgiven when he prays, as we forgive our debtors, that is, Forgive us our 242 

debts when we beg forgiveness, as we forgive our debtors when they beg forgiveness from us. 243 

Chapter 76. To Give Alms Aright, We Should Begin with Ourselves, and Have Pity Upon Our 244 

Own Souls. 245 
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For the man who wishes to give alms as he ought, should begin with himself, and give to himself 246 

first. For almsgiving is a work of mercy; and most truly is it said, To have mercy on your soul is 247 

pleasing to God. And for this end are we born again, that we should be pleasing to God, who 248 

is justly displeased with that which we brought with us when we were born. This is our 249 

first alms, which we give to ourselves when, through the mercy of a pitying God, we find that we 250 

are ourselves wretched, and confess the justice of His judgment by which we are made wretched, 251 

of which the apostle says, “The judgment was by one to condemnation; and praise the greatness 252 

of His love,” [Rom 5:16] of which the same preacher of grace says, “God commends 253 

His love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us:” [Rom 5:8] and thus 254 

judging truly of our own misery, and loving God with the love which He has Himself bestowed, 255 

we lead a holy and virtuous life. But the Pharisees, while they gave as alms the tithe of all their 256 

fruits, even the most insignificant, passed over judgment and the love of God, and so did not 257 

commence their almsgiving at home, and extend their pity to themselves in the first instance. 258 

And it is in reference to this order of love that it is said, “Love your neighbor as yourself.” [Mk 259 

12:31]  When, then, our Lord had rebuked them because they made themselves clean on the 260 

outside, but within were full of ravening and wickedness, He advised them, in the exercise of 261 

that charity which each man owes to himself in the first instance, to make clean the inward 262 

parts. But rather, He says, give alms of such things as you have; and, behold, all things are clean 263 

unto you. Then, to show what it was that He advised, and what they took no pains to do, and to 264 

show that He did not overlook or forget their almsgiving, But woe unto you, Pharisees! He says; 265 

as if He meant to say: I indeed advise you to give alms which shall make all things clean unto 266 

you; but woe unto you! For you tithe mint, and rue, and all manner of herbs; {see Luke 11:40-267 

41} as if He meant to say: I know these alms of yours, and you need not think that I am now 268 

https://www.newadvent.org/cathen/15073a.htm
https://www.newadvent.org/cathen/14153a.htm
https://www.newadvent.org/cathen/06608a.htm
https://www.newadvent.org/cathen/06608a.htm
https://www.newadvent.org/cathen/08571c.htm
https://www.newadvent.org/cathen/01328f.htm
https://www.newadvent.org/cathen/06608a.htm
https://www.newadvent.org/cathen/08571c.htm
https://www.newadvent.org/cathen/09397a.htm
https://www.newadvent.org/cathen/06689a.htm
https://www.newadvent.org/cathen/06608a.htm
https://www.newadvent.org/cathen/09397a.htm
https://www.newadvent.org/cathen/15073a.htm
https://www.newadvent.org/cathen/09397a.htm
https://www.newadvent.org/cathen/07386a.htm
https://www.newadvent.org/cathen/15472a.htm
https://www.newadvent.org/cathen/11789b.htm
https://www.newadvent.org/cathen/01328f.htm
https://www.newadvent.org/cathen/14741b.htm
https://www.newadvent.org/cathen/09397a.htm
https://www.newadvent.org/cathen/06608a.htm
https://www.newadvent.org/cathen/01328f.htm
https://www.newadvent.org/cathen/09397a.htm
https://www.newadvent.org/cathen/05649a.htm
https://www.newadvent.org/cathen/01328f.htm
https://www.newadvent.org/cathen/11789b.htm
https://www.newadvent.org/cathen/01328f.htm
https://www.newadvent.org/cathen/14741b.htm
https://www.newadvent.org/cathen/08673a.htm
https://www.newadvent.org/cathen/01328f.htm


The Enchiridion on Faith, Hope and Love (St. Augustine) 

13 | P a g e  
  

admonishing you in respect of such things; and pass over judgment and 269 

the love of God, an alms by which you might have been made clean from all inward impurity, so 270 

that even the bodies which you are now washing would have been clean to you. For this is the 271 

import of all things, both inward and outward things, as we read in another place: “Cleanse first 272 

that which is within [the cup and platter], that the outside may be clean also.” [Mt 23:26]  But 273 

lest He might appear to despise the alms which they were giving out of the fruits of the earth, He 274 

says: “These ought ye to have done,” [Mt 23:24] referring to judgment and the love of God, and 275 

not to leave the other undone, referring to the giving of the tithes… 276 

Hope 277 

Chapter 114. Having Dealt with Faith, We Now Come to Speak of Hope. Everything that 278 

Pertains to Hope is Embraced in the Lord's Prayer. 279 

Out of this confession of faith, which is briefly comprehended in the Creed, and which, carnally 280 

understood, is milk for babes, but, spiritually apprehended and studied, is meat for strong men, 281 

springs the good hope of believers; and this is accompanied by a holy love. But of these matters, 282 

all of which are true objects of faith, those only pertain to hope which are embraced in the Lord's 283 

Prayer. For, Cursed is the man that trusts in man is the testimony of holy writ; and, consequently, 284 

this curse attaches also to the man who trusts in himself. Therefore, except from God the Lord 285 

we ought to ask for nothing either that we hope to do well, or hope to obtain as a reward of our 286 

good works. 287 

Chapter 115. The Seven Petitions of the Lord's Prayer, According to Matthew. 288 

Accordingly, in the Gospel according to Matthew the Lord's Prayer seems to embrace seven 289 

petitions, three of which ask for eternal blessings, and the remaining four for temporal; these 290 
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latter, however, being necessary antecedents to the attainment of the eternal. For when we 291 

say, Hallowed be Your name: Your kingdom come: Your will be done in earth, as it is in 292 

heaven (which some have interpreted, not unfairly, in body as well as in spirit), we ask for 293 

blessings that are to be enjoyed forever; which are indeed begun in this world, and grow in us as 294 

we grow in grace, but in their perfect state, which is to be looked for in another life, shall be a 295 

possession for evermore. But when we say, Give us this day our daily bread: and forgive us our 296 

debts, as we forgive our debtors: and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, who 297 

does not see that we ask for blessings that have reference to the wants of this present life? In 298 

that eternal life, where we hope to live forever, the hallowing of God's name, and His kingdom, 299 

and His will in our spirit and body, shall be brought to perfection, and shall endure to everlasting. 300 

But our daily bread is so called because there is here constant need for as much nourishment as 301 

the spirit and the flesh demand, whether we understand the expression spiritually, or carnally, or 302 

in both senses. It is here too that we need the forgiveness that we ask, for it is here that we 303 

commit the sins; here are the temptations which allure or drive us into sin; here, in a word, is 304 

the evil from which we desire deliverance: but in that other world there shall be none of these 305 

things. 306 

Chapter 116. Luke Expresses the Substance of These Seven Petitions More Briefly in Five. 307 

But the Evangelist Luke in his version of the Lord's prayer embraces not seven, but five 308 

petitions: not, of course, that there is any discrepancy between the two evangelists, but that Luke 309 

indicates by his very brevity the mode in which the seven petitions of Matthew are to be 310 

understood. For God's name is hallowed in the spirit; and God's kingdom shall come in the 311 

resurrection of the body. Luke, therefore, intending to show that the third petition is a sort of 312 

repetition of the first two, has chosen to indicate that by omitting the third altogether. Then he 313 
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adds three others: one for daily bread, another for pardon of sin, another for immunity 314 

from temptation. And what Matthew puts as the last petition, but deliver us from evil, Luke has 315 

omitted, to show us that it is embraced in the previous petition about temptation. Matthew, 316 

indeed, himself says,  but deliver, not  and deliver, as if to show that the petitions are virtually 317 

one: do not this, but this; so that every man is to understand that he is delivered from evil in the 318 

very fact of his not being led into temptation. 319 

Love 320 

Chapter 117. Love, Which is Greater Than Faith and Hope, is Shed Abroad in Our Hearts by 321 

the Holy Ghost. 322 

And now as to love, which the apostle declares to be greater than the other two graces, that is, 323 

than faith and hope, the greater the measure in which it dwells in a man, the better is the man in 324 

whom it dwells. For when there is a question as to whether a man is good, one does not ask what 325 

he believes, or what he hopes, but what he loves. For the man who loves aright no doubt believes 326 

and hopes aright; whereas the man who has not love believes in vain, even though his beliefs 327 

are true; and hopes in vain, even though the objects of his hope are a real part of true happiness; 328 

unless, indeed, he believes and hopes for this, that he may obtain by prayer the blessing of love. 329 

For, although it is not possible to hope without love, it may yet happen that a man does 330 

not love that which is necessary to the attainment of his hope; as, for example, if he hopes 331 

for eternal life (and who is there that does not desire this?) and yet does not love righteousness, 332 

without which no one can attain to eternal life. Now this is the true faith of Christ which the 333 

apostle speaks of, which works by love; and if there is anything that it does not yet embrace in 334 

its love, asks that it may receive, seeks that it may find, and knocks that it may be opened unto it. 335 
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For faith obtains through prayer that which the law commands. For without the gift of God, that 336 

is, without the Holy Spirit, through whom love is shed abroad in our hearts, the law can 337 

command, but it cannot assist; and, moreover, it makes a man a transgressor, for he can no 338 

longer excuse himself on the plea of ignorance. Now carnal lust reigns where there is not 339 

the love of God. 340 

Chapter 118. The Four Stages of the Christian's Life, and the Four Corresponding Stages of 341 

the Church's History. 342 

When, sunk in the darkest depths of ignorance, man lives according to the flesh undisturbed by 343 

any struggle of reason or conscience, this is his first state. Afterwards, when through the law has 344 

come the knowledge of sin, and the Spirit of God has not yet interposed His aid, man, striving to 345 

live according to the law, is thwarted in his efforts and falls into conscious sin, and so, being 346 

overcome of sin, becomes its slave (for of whom a man is overcome, of the same is he brought in 347 

bondage ); and thus the effect produced by the knowledge of the commandment is this, 348 

that sin works in man all manner of concupiscence, and he is involved in the additional guilt of 349 

willful transgression, and that is fulfilled which is written: The, law entered that the offense 350 

might abound. This is man's second state. But if God has regard to him, and inspires him 351 

with faith in God's help, and the Spirit of God begins to work in him, then the mightier power 352 

of love strives against the power of the flesh; and although there is still in the man's own nature a 353 

power that fights against him (for his disease is not completely cured), yet he lives the life of the 354 

just by faith, and lives in righteousness so far as he does not yield to evil lust, but conquers it by 355 

the love of holiness. This is the third state of a man of good hope; and he who by 356 

steadfast piety advances in this course, shall attain at last to peace, that peace which, after this 357 

life is over, shall be perfected in the repose of the spirit, and finally in the resurrection of the 358 
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body. Of these four different stages the first is before the law, the second is under the law, the 359 

third is under grace, and the fourth is in full and perfect peace. Thus, too, has the history of God's 360 

people been ordered according to His pleasure who disposes all things in number, and measure, 361 

and weight. For the church existed at first before the law; then under the law, which was given 362 

by Moses; then under grace, which was first made manifest in the coming of the Mediator. Not, 363 

indeed, that this grace was absent previously, but, in harmony with the arrangements of the time, 364 

it was veiled and hidden. For none, even of the just men of old, could find salvation apart from 365 

the faith of Christ; nor unless He had been known to them could their ministry have been used to 366 

convey prophecies concerning Him to us, some more plain, and some more obscure. 367 

Chapter 119. The Grace of Regeneration Washes Away All Past Sin and All Original Guilt. 368 

Now in whichever of these four stages (as we may call them) the grace of regeneration finds any 369 

particular man, all his past sins are there and then pardoned, and the guilt which he contracted in 370 

his birth is removed in his new birth; and so true is it that the wind blows where it lists, that some 371 

have never known the second stage, that of slavery under the law, but have received the divine 372 

assistance as soon as they received the commandment. 373 

Chapter 120. Death Cannot Injure Those Who Have Received the Grace of Regeneration. 374 

But before a man can receive the commandment, it is necessary that he should live according to 375 

the flesh. But if once he has received the grace of regeneration, death shall not injure him, even if 376 

he should immediately depart from this life; for to this end Christ both died, and rose, and 377 

revived, that He might be Lord both of the dead and the living; nor shall death retain dominion 378 

over him for whom Christ freely died. 379 

Chapter 121. Love is the End of All the Commandments, and God Himself is Love. 380 
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All the commandments of God, then, are embraced in love, of which the apostle says: Now the 381 

end of the commandment is charity, out of a pure heart, and of a good conscience, and 382 

of faith unfeigned. Thus the end of every commandment is charity, that is, every commandment 383 

has love for its aim. But whatever is done either through fear of punishment or from some other 384 

carnal motive, and has not for its principle that love which the Spirit of God sheds abroad in the 385 

heart, is not done as it ought to be done, however it may appear to men. For this love embraces 386 

both the love of God and the love of our neighbor, and on these two commandments hang all the 387 

law and the prophets, we may add the Gospel and the apostles. For it is from these that we hear 388 

this voice: The end of the commandment is charity, and God is love. Wherefore, all God's 389 

commandments, one of which is, You shall not commit adultery, and all those precepts which are 390 

not commandments but special counsels, one of which is, It is good for a man not to touch 391 

a woman, are rightly carried out only when the motive principle of action is the love of God, and 392 

the love of our neighbor in God. And this applies both to the present and the future life. 393 

We love God now by faith, then we shall love Him through sight. Now we love even our 394 

neighbor by faith; for we who are ourselves mortal know not the hearts of mortal men. But in the 395 

future life, the Lord both will bring to light the hidden things of darkness, and will make 396 

manifest the counsels of the hearts, and then shall every man have praise of God; for every man 397 

shall love and praise in his neighbor the virtue which, that it may not be hid, the Lord Himself 398 

shall bring to light. Moreover, lust diminishes as love grows, till the latter grows to such a height 399 

that it can grow no higher here. For greater love has no man than this, that a man lay down his 400 

life for his friends. Who then can tell how great love shall be in the future world, when there 401 

shall be no lust for it to restrain and conquer? For that will be the perfection of health when there 402 

shall be no struggle with death. 403 
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Chapter 122. Conclusion. 404 

But now there must be an end at last to this volume. And it is for yourself to judge whether you 405 

should call it a hand-book, or should use it as such. I, however, thinking that your zeal in Christ 406 

ought not to be despised, and believing and hoping all good of you in dependence on our 407 

Redeemer's help, and loving you very much as one of the members of His body, have, to the best 408 

of my ability, written this book for you on Faith, Hope, and Love. May its value be equal to its 409 

length. 410 
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