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The Powers of the Soul and the Cardinal Virtues

Principles of well-ordered conduct in a disordered world.

“If one loves justice the fruits of her works are virtues; for she teaches moderation and prudence, justice and fortitude, and nothing in life is more useful for men than these” (Wisdom 8:7).

	Intellect
	Will

	Prudence directs the choice of suitable means, considering circumstances, for the attainment of an end.
	Justice disposes us to give each man his due. 

Related virtues: 

▪ Religion regulates relations with God, disposing to due worship; [stewardship].

▪ Piety disposes to the fulfillment of duties  owed to parents and country (patriotism). 

▪ Truthfulness disposes us to speak the truth. 

▪ Liberality allows generous gifts or expenses.

▪ Affability adapts one to social settings, allowing appropriate behavior.



	Irascible Appetite (Work)
	Concupiscible Appetite (Enjoyment)

	Fortitude meets and sustains dangers and difficulties, even death itself, and is never deterred by fear from the pursuit of good. 

Related virtues: 

▪ Magnanimity aims at great works, worthy of honor, in every line of virtue.

▪ Munificence disposes one to incur great expenses for the suitable doing of a great work. 

▪ Patience disposes us to bear present evils with equanimity.

▪ Perseverance disposes us to continue in good works despite difficulty.


	Temperance moderates the desires and pleasures of the sensuous appetite connected to acts by which human nature is preserved in the individual or in the species. 

Subcategories:
▪ Abstinence moderates the use of food. 
▪ Sobriety moderates the use of alcohol. 
▪ Chastity moderates the use of sex; it is aided by modesty and purity.
Related virtues:

▪ Continence restrains the will from consenting to disordered movements or concupiscence.

▪ Humility restrains inordinate desires of one's own excellence. 

▪ Meekness checks inordinate movements of anger.


