Music Guidelines for the Rite of Marriage
St Peter Catholic Church

55 N. Jefferson Street

Monument, CO  80132

719 – 481- 3511

     Marriage is a sacrament and as such it is first and foremost a celebration of the whole church, one that points to the identity and purpose of church unity.  The sacrament of marriage is a sacred event between man and woman, and between the couple and community.  It is a time of rejoicing and solemnity, and a time for music.  A wedding may occur in two forms: Marriage outside of Mass and Marriage within the Mass.  In either form, it is important to remember that you are celebrating both your union as husband and wife and the Sacramental life of the Church.  The wedding liturgy, especially through the music, should reflect the beauty and solemnity of this important occasion.
     The music you choose for your wedding is a very personal and an important statement about your new life together.  Because you have chosen a Catholic wedding, your musical selections should be a sign of your commitment to each other through Christ. Therefore, it is the policy at St. Peter Church that all music within the Rite of Marriage is sacred, liturgical and/or scriptural in nature.  Some secular music may have a place at your wedding as prelude music before the actual Rite of Marriage takes place. Popular music is more appropriate for the reception.  Any recorded music can only be played during the prelude prior to the Rite of Marriage. The musicians at St. Peter will guide you in your decisions.  

       St. Peter musicians’, pianists/organists and cantors should have first priority.   However, requests for other musicians must be approved by the Director of Music and/or the Director of Liturgy.  There should be an accompanist and a cantor for the wedding liturgy.  Other musical instruments can also be used.
       St Peter musicians will meet with the couple at least 3-4 months prior to the wedding to discuss the music.  They will work in close collaboration with the presider to assist you in preparing a beautiful celebration, marked by grace and dignity, and true to the standards of a Catholic liturgical celebration. ALL MUSIC SELECTIONS SHOULD BE APPROVED by the MUSIC DIRECTOR.
       It is also suggested that you have a “sound tech” from St. Peter work the

sound system for your ceremony.  This can be arranged.  A nominal fee is charged.
Music during the Rite of Marriage during Mass
* Indicates places for musical selections

*Prelude Music: (with and without mass) Usually 20 minutes in length.  The music does not have to be religious in nature; however, the music should be tasteful and appropriate for the celebration. The music is primarily instrumental, but a vocal solo can be sung during the prelude. Any “popular” vocal solos are only allowed during the prelude music.  If you have a recording that you would like to be played, it may be played during the prelude, however, live music is preferred.  No recordings are allowed during the ceremony. 
*Processional 

Entrance Rite
Sign of the Cross
Greeting

Penitential Rite

*GLORIA – Usually Sung at weddings now

Opening Prayer

Liturgy of the Word

First Reading

* Responsorial Psalm (Sung by the Cantor and the Assembly)
Second Reading

* Gospel Acclamation (Sung by the Cantor and the Assembly)

Gospel Reading

Homily

Rite of Marriage

Introductory Address

Statement of Intentions

Consent and Exchange of Vows
Blessing and Exchange of Rings

*There could be a song sung after the vows and exchange of rings (optional)
* Lighting of the Unity Candle (Priest’s choice, priests at St Peter prefer not to have)

General Intercessions
Liturgy of the Eucharist

* Presentation of the Gifts – (Instrumental music, congregational song, vocal solo)
Eucharistic Prayer

* Mass Parts:  (All Sung by the Cantor and Assembly)
*Holy, Holy, Holy

*Mystery of Faith
*Amen

Lord’s Prayer (usually recited, can be sung)

Nuptial Blessing

Sign of Peace

*Lamb of God

*Communion Song (May be a congregational song, vocal solo or instrumental)

* Presentation to Mary (optional – appropriate music includes: Ave Maria, or Mary songs)

*Meditation Song  after Communion – (Optional)

* Signing of Marriage License – Check with priest if this will be done during ceremony – (Instrumental music could be played during this time)

Prayer after Communion

Concluding Rite

Blessing and Dismissal

* Recessional (Usually instrumental music)

* Postlude – as guests leave the church (Usually instrumental music)
Music during the Rite of Marriage OUTSIDE of Mass

* Indicates places for musical selections

*Prelude Music: Usually 20 minutes in length.  The music does not have to be religious in nature; however, the music should be tasteful and appropriate for the celebration. The music is primarily instrumental, but a vocal solo can be sung during the prelude. Any “popular” vocal solos are only allowed during the prelude music.  If you have a recording that you would like to be played, it may be played during the prelude, however, live music is preferred.  No recordings are allowed during the ceremony. 

*Processional
Entrance Rite

Sign of the Cross

Greeting

Opening Prayer

Liturgy of the Word

First Reading

* Responsorial Psalm (Sung by the Cantor and the Assembly)

Second Reading

* Gospel Acclamation (Sung by the Cantor and the Assembly)

Gospel Reading

Homily

Rite of Marriage

Introductory Address

Statement of Intentions

Consent and Exchange of Vows
Blessing and Exchange of Rings

* Lighting of the Unity Candle (Priest’s choice, priests at St Peter prefer not to have)
*There could be a song sung after the vows and exchange of rings (optional)
General Intercessions

Nuptial Blessing
Concluding Rite

Lord’s Prayer (Usually spoken, can be sung)

Final Prayer and Blessing 

*Recessional (Usually Instrumental music)

Wedding Music Suggestions

Prelude Music:  It is usually 20 minutes in length.  The music does not have to be religious in nature; however, the music should be tasteful and appropriate for the celebration. The music is primarily instrumental and classical in nature, but a vocal solo can be sung during the prelude. Any “popular” vocal solos are only allowed during the prelude music.  If you have a recording that you would like to be played, it may be played during the prelude, however, live music is preferred.  No musical recordings are allowed during the ceremony.  Your choice of prelude music can be discussed with your accompanist and musical selections they suggest.
Processional Music/Gathering Music
The processional music accompanies everyone in your wedding party.  Instrumental music is suggested, but it could also be a vocal solo, or the assembly could participate by singing a song.
Mothers, Grandmothers are seated first. They are often seated to special music selected.   A song that is special to mothers or family is suggested.  It can be instrumental or vocal solo. 

Attendants, flower girl, ring bearer, priest process prior to the bride.  Instrumental music is suggested, different than the seating of the mothers.  It could also be a vocal solo. 

Bride Entrance:  Instrumental music is suggested, but it could also be a vocal solo or congregational song.   This music is usually different than music for the attendants, flower girl and ring bearer.
Most wedding music can be found “online” if you type in the title of the song, you can listen to music on “you tube”.    

Or……..just type in “traditional wedding music” online and you can listen to the selections.

A great website with traditional wedding music: 

www.sfstrings.com/repertoirewedding.htm
Also for music help/catholic wedding planning:

www.catholicweddinghelp.com
Processional Music Suggestions:

Instrumental:

Canon in D (Pachelbel’s Canon) - Pachelbel
Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring – Bach
Air, from Water Music Suite – Handel

Largo, from Xerxes – Handel

Air on G String – Bach

C Major Prelude – Bach

Bist du bei mir – Bach

St Anthony Chorale – Haydn
Trumpet Voluntary – Clarke

Trumpet Tune – Purcell

Ode to Joy – Beethoven

Panis Angelicus – Franck

Arioso – Bach

La Grace – Telemann

Instrumental songs for Processional/Recessional are usually interchangeable.

NOTE:  “The Bridal Chorus” by Wagner and the “Wedding March” by Mendelssohn are not recommended in wedding celebrations at St. Peter.

The “Bridal March” is taken from an operatic wedding scene that celebrates prostitution and incestuous relationships.  The “Wedding March” is from a musical adaptation of a “Midsummer Night’s Dream”.  The musical staging of this scene has the main character being wedded to a donkey.
Assembly  Song Suggestions:

Gather Us In –Haugen

Gather Your People – Hurd

Here I Am Lord – Schutte

Glory and Praise to Our God – Schutte
Praise to the Lord – Lobe den Herren

Lift up Your Hearts – Roc O’Connor

Sing a New Song – Schutte
Sing to the Mountains – Dufford

Sing of the Lord’s Goodness – Sands

Come, Worship the Lord – Talbot

Let us go to the Altar – Schutte

We Gather Together – Kremser

Come Unto Me – Hurd

Many and Great – Manalo
Love Divine, All Loves Excelling –Pritchard

All are Welcome – Haugen

Responsorial Psalm (Sung by the cantor and Assembly)
Psalm 118: “This Day was Made by the Lord”  Christopher Walker
Psalm 128: “Blessed are Those Who Love You”     Haugen

Psalm 103:  “The Lord is Kind and Merciful”  Cotter

Psalm 103: “Loving and Forgiving”     Soper

Psalm 34: “Taste & See”   Hurd

Psalm 145 “ I will Praise your Name”     Haas
Psalm 33 “ Blessed  are  We”   Cotter

Psalm 89 “ Forever I will Sing”    Haugen

Psalm 16 “ Center of  My Life”    Inwood

Psalm 16 “ You will show me the path of  Life”  

Psalm 98  “ All the Ends of the Earth”  Haas/Haugen

Gospel Acclamation (Sung by cantor and Assembly)

The Celtic Alleluia is most commonly sung, but most  Alleluias  from various Mass settings are appropriate.
Rite of Marriage

After the vows/exchange of rings a vocal solo or instrumental piece is appropriate at this time, but optional.  There is a wide selection of songs that would be appropriate.  Songs that reflect God’s presence and love for one another are appropriate as well as songs that focus on your wedding vows.
If the ceremony does not include a mass, a song selection is nice at this time.  Otherwise, if mass is celebrated the song could be sung during the Presentation of the Gifts.  Or…if mass is celebrated a song could be sung at this time and during the Presentation of the Gifts.
Some song suggestions:

One Hand, One Heart – Bernstein

I Have Loved You – Joncas

Where there is Love – Haas

When Love is Found - O Waly, Waly

Love One Another – Fisher

Where Love is Found – Schutte

Love Goes On – Farrell

May God Bless You - Van Grieken
May Love Be Ours – Schutte
Liturgy of the Eucharist ( If Mass is Celebrated)

Presentation of the Gifts:  A religious congregational song or vocal solo may be sung, or an instrumental piece may be played.   It could be one of the songs suggested for after the vows/exchange of rings.

Presentation song suggestions:
All My Days – Schutte
You are Mine – Haas

We Have Been Told – Haas

Center of my Life – Inwood

Prayer of St. Francis – Temple

Here I am Lord – Schutte

On Eagles Wings – Joncas
Companions on a Journey – Landry

The Servant Song – Gillard

Ubi Caritas – Hurd

Ubi Caritas – Rosania

We are Many Parts – Haugen

Here at this Table – Whitaker

Come to the Feast – Hurd

‘Tis the Gift to be Simple – Shaker Song

You have called Us – Farrell

Mass Settings:   For the Eucharistic Acclamations
(Holy, Holy; Mystery of Faith; Great Amen; Lamb of God)

The mass setting recommended by St. Peter church is the Heritage Mass by, Owen Alstott.  It is a mass setting that is recognized by many.  There are other mass settings available if you prefer.
Communion Song:

This is a song that could be a vocal solo, or a congregational song.  It could also be an instrumental song.  It should be a song that expresses our unity in the Body of Christ.
Communion song Suggestions:

How Beautiful – Twila Paris
Behold the Lamb – Willett

One Bread, One Body –Foley

Taste and See - Moore & Hurd

The Supper of the Lord – Rosania
I am the Bread of Life – Toolan

Communion Song Suggestions Contd.
One Love Released – Frenzel & Keil
Bread of Life – Fisher

Eat this Bread – Berthier

Song of the Body of Christ – No Ke Ano’Ahi Ahi

Gift of Finest Wheat – Kreutz

This Bread that we Share – MacAller

Look Beyond – Ducote

Ubi Caritas – Hurd & Rosania

In the Breaking of the Bread – Hurd

God’s Holy Gifts – Schutte

Seed, Scattered and Sown – Feiten

Presentation to Mary (optional)
A vocal or instrumental solo about Mary.

Mary Song Suggestions:
Ave Maria – Schubert or Bach
On this Day O Beautiful Mother – Lambillotte

Hail Mary, Gentle Woman - Landry

Sing of Mary – Pleading Savior/Christian Lyre

Hail Holy Queen - Herold
O Sanctissima – O du Frohliche
Meditation Song after Communion(optional)
May be a vocal solo, congregational song of praise & thanksgiving.
Instrumental music is most appropriate at this time lending the mood of silence, prayer and reflection.  Your musicians will guide you in this musical selection.

Signing of the Marriage  License(optional)

The marriage license is sometimes signed at this time after Communion.  Check with your priest.  Again, quiet instrumental music is most appropriate at this time lending the mood of silence, prayer and reflection.   Your musicians will guide you in this musical selection.

Recessional Music
The recessional music, is usually instrumental, but could be a song that includes the assembly or vocal solo.  * Reminder, the “Wedding March” by, Mendelssohn is from a musical adaptation of a “Midsummer Night’s Dream”.  The musical staging of this scene has the main character being wedded to a donkey. This song is not recommended at St. Peter.
Recessional Music Suggestions:

Instrumental:
Any of the songs previously suggested for processional music and..
Hornpipe – (Water Music Suite)  - Handel
Rondeau  -  Mouret

La Rejouissance – Handel

Prelude to Te Deum - Charpentier
Psalm XIX – Marcello
Assembly  Song Suggestions:

Now Thank We All Our God – Nun Danket

Glory and Praise to our God - Schutte

Holy God, We Praise Thy Name –Grosser Gott

Joyful,  Joyful We Adore Thee - Beethoven

Companions on a Journey - Landry

Wherever You Go - Priory

Sing a New Song - Schutte
Musicians at St Peter Church:      Fees determined with the musicians
Pianists:               Rob Lambrech

                              719 – 481 - 3683  home

                              719 – 510 – 8989 cell

                              Rob_lambrech@yahoo.com  and                               

                              monumentmedley@yahoo.com
                              Kim Jordeth  (vocalist too)
                              719 – 481 -2849 home

                              719  - 648 – 9369 cell

                              wjordeth@aol.com
                              Pam Chaddon

                              719 –203-5277
                              pabumpkins@yahoo.com
Violin:                  Theresa Phillips – Works with Rob Lambrech

                              Call themselves         “Monument Medley”

                              719 -481- 2850

                              Tylerandtheresa@q.com
                              monumentmedley@yahoo.com
Cello:                    Pam Chaddon

                              719 –203-5277

                              pabumpkins@yahoo.com
Vocalists:             JJ Kaelin
                              719 - 488 – 9242 home

                              719 – 964 – 1038 cell

                              jjkaelin@gmail.com
                              Donna Hessel

                              719 – 330 – 4006 cell

                              donnalhessel@gmail.com
                              Angela Gregorio

                              719 – 351 – 6412 cell

                              amgregorio@gmail.com   
                              Harriet Boomer

                              719 – 481 – 0515 home

                              Hboomer1@msn.com
Additional Catholic Musicians in Colorado Springs Area:
Pianists:           Roxann Siudzinski
                          719 – 649 – 4762
                          rsuidzinski@comcast.net
                           Joan Lobeck (Vocalist too)

                           719 – 650 – 3955

                           lobeckjc@yahoo.com
                           Sue Gerlach (Vocalist too)

                           719 – 475 – 2329

                           sgerlach@tricommunity.org
                           Becky Gaughan (Vocalist too)

                           719 – 685 – 6049

                           rebeccagaughan@mac.com
                            Kathy Husar (Vocalist too)

                            773 – 330 - 3352

                            khusar@stfranciscs.org

                           Audrey Sukowski (Vocalist too)

                            719 – 661 – 6059

                            hasmusicliturgy@holyapostlescc.org
                           Kate Johnson ( Vocalist too)

                           719 – 633 – 7051

                           Kate100@juno.com
                           Keith Hessel

                           719 – 332 – 7063

                           khessel@stpaulcos.org
Vocalists:           Armour Ratcliffe

                            719 – 289 – 7632

                            aratcliffe@yahoo.com
                            Patty Henderson

                            719 – 282 – 6776

                            pattyzbeau@yahoo.com
Valerie Nicolosi

                             850 – 334 - 2269
                             Valnic33@gmail.com
